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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  of  the  Council  :  Councillor  H.  F.  Saunders,  J.P. 

Chairman:  County  Councillor  J.  W.  Mellor,  J.P. 

Councillors:  Mrs.  E.  Mellor;  and  Messrs.  T.  Bird,  B.E.M., 
J.  H.  Hall,  C.B.J.P.,  T.  F.  Pickering,  1  .Rose 
and  J.  Wade. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

R.  BARNES,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officers  of  Wombwell  Welfare  Clinic: 

L.  Taylor,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

W.  G.  S.  Maxwell,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  B.A.O. 

Medical  Officer  of  Jump  Welfare  Clinic: 

J.  H.  Fairclough,  M.B.,  Ch.E. 

Medical  Officer  of  Wombwell  Ante-Natal  Clinic: 

N.  M.  Piercey,  M.B..  Ch.B. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  Finney,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Certificated  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

B.  Hague,  Cert.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Health  Visitors: 

F.  H.  Whittlestone,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 
B.  Clarke,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

B.  Hunter,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor: 

E.  Beever,  S.R.X. 

Senior  Clerk,  Divisional  Health  Office: 

L-  S.  Wrigg. 
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WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Divisional  Health  Office. 
6  Victoria  Road, 
BARNSLEY. 

December,  1959 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1958 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wombwell  Urban  District  Council : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Mellor,  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district 
for  the  year  1958. 

The  statistics,  with  one  exception,  are  generally  satis¬ 
factory,  but  I  feel  that  \  must  make  note  of  the  fact  that 
your  Infant  Mortality  Rate  again  showed  a  small  rise. 
Looking  through  the  causes  of  death  T  cannot  pin-point 
anything  to  account  for  this,  and  it  is  probably  due  to  small 
statistical  variation,  but  nevertheless  it  must  be  regarded 
with  some  concern. 

All  sections  of  the  staff  were  again  fully  employed  on 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  in  Wombwell  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  nearly  3,000  patients  had 
received  two  injections. 

1  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
the  courtesy  and  many  kindnesses  they  have  shown,  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  help  and  co-operation, 
and  the  staff  of  the  divisional  health  office  for  their  loyal 
support. 


1  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMBWELL 

SECTION  I 


3,850  acres 
18,837 

1 9,050 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Ar  e  cL  . » . .  . « . .  . « « «  ••••  . . . .  . . . . 

Population  Census  1951 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1958  . ...  «...  . ...  .... 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 

bOO  lC  «  a  .  •  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  aeaa  aaaa 

Rateable  Value 

Nett  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  population  are  coal-mining, 
textile  manufacturing,  the  manufacture  of  by-products  from 
coal,  engineering  and  printing.  Coal-mining  is  by  far  the 
largest  source  of  employment. 


5,848 
....  £122,471 
£470 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  at  mid  1958 
was  19,050  as  compared  with  18,990  at  mid  1957.  The  natural 
increase  of  population  or  the  number  of  births  over  deaths 
was  136  as  compared  with  158  in  1957. 

Live  Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
322,  a  decrease  of  6  compared  with  1957.  There  were  7 
illegitimate  births  or  2.1%  of  the  total  births  registered. 

The  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied  a  comparab  lily 
factor  for  the  births  in  1958  which  relates  the  proportion  of 
women  of  child-bearing  age  in  the  district  with  the  proportion 
in  a  standard  population.  The  crude  birth  rate  multiplied  by 
the  comparability  factor  gives  an  adjusted  rate  which  is 
comparable  with  similar  ad  listed  rates  for  other  districts 
and  with  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  16,9  per 
1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  17.3  per  1.000 
estimated  population  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.4  per 
1.000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  8  stillbirths  last  year,  3  more  than  in  1957. 
The  stillbirth  rate  was  24.2  per  1 ,000  total  li  e  and  st  llbirths 
as  compared  with  15.0  for  1957  and  with  21.6  for  England 
and  Wales. 


5 


BIRTH  RATE 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 


BIRTHS 

Wombwell 

England 

Y  ear 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Adjusted 

Crude 

and  Wales 

1954 

162 

159 

321 

17.1 

17.1 

15.2 

1955 

158 

150 

308 

16.2 

16.2 

15.0 

1956 

150 

165 

315 

16.6 

16.6 

15.7 

1957 

171 

157 

328 

17.3 

17.3 

16.1 

1958 

148 

174 

322 

16.9 

16.9 

16.4 

STILLBIRTHS 


Total  Births 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Y  ear 

Stillbirths 

Live  and  Still 

per  1,000  births 

1954 

5 

326 

15.3 

1955 

11 

319 

34.4 

1956 

4 

319 

12.5 

1957 

5 

333 

15.0 

1958 

8 

330 

24.2 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  last  year,  including  deaths 
of  residents  dying  outside  the  district  but  excluding  non¬ 
residents  who  died  in  the  district  was  186  comprised  of  103 
males  and  83  females.  The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the 
crude  death  rate  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor,  was 
12.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  11.5 
per  1,000  estimated  population  for  the  previous  year  and 
with  11.7  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were:  Heart  and  Circulatory,  62;  Cancer,  31; 
Respiratory,  20. 

There  were  27  enquiries  held  by  the  Coroner. 

Accidental  Deaths 

There  were  10  accidental  deaths  in  Wombwell  in  1958. 
Three  occurred  in  the  home  and  were  due  to  falls.  Two  were 
road  accidents  and  one  was  an  accident  at  work. 

During  the  year  a  divisional  booklet  was  published  on 

Home  Accidents,  and  T  feel  that  \  should  again  pay  tribute 

to  the  work  of  the  Home  Safety  Committee  during  the  year. 

Infant  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  last  year  was  31.1  per  1,000 
live  births,  as  compared  with  27.4  in  1957  and  with  22.5  per 
1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  10  infant 
deaths,  8  occurred  within  the  first  month  of  life  and  the 
peri-natal  mortality  rate  was  24.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

This  rise  in  infant  mortality  was  not  compensated  for 

by  any  decrease  in  the  stillbirth  rate,  and  therefore,  there 

was  an  increase  in  your  peri-natal  mortality  rate.  The 
following  table  is  a  record  for  your  district  for  the  past 
9  years  in  respect  of  peri-natal  mortality. 
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Deaths  in  hrtt 

f  otai  live  and 

Peri  -natal 

Y  ear 

week  of  life 

Stillbirths 

stillbirths 

mortality 

1950 

? 

10 

376 

31.9 

1951 

/ 

11 

355 

50.1 

1952 

5 

6 

377 

29.2 

1 953 

mm 

/ 

6 

348 

37.3 

1954 

2 

5 

326 

21.4 

1955 

3 

11 

319 

43.9 

1956 

5 

4 

319 

28.2 

1957 

6 

5 

333 

33.0 

1958 

/ 

8 

330 

45.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Prematurity 
M  eningitis 
Congenital 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 
Asphyxia 
Septicaemia 
Gastro-enteritis 

TOTALS  .... 


Maternal  Mortality 

1  am  glad  to  report  that  no  death  attributable  to  maternal 
causes  occurred  last  year. 


DEATH  RATES 


Y  ear 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Male 

Female 

1954 

181 

101 

80 

1955 

179 

108 

71 

1 956 

173 

97 

76 

1957 

170 

99 

71 

1958 

186 

103 

83 

Rate 

per  1,000 

Population 

W  ombwell 

England 

Crude 

Adjusted 

and  Wales 

9.6 

1 1.4 

11.3 

9.4 

11.1 

11.7 

9.1 

11.6 

11.7 

9.0 

11.5 

11.5 

9.8 

12.4 

1 1  7 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

Males  Females 


Total 

10 


1 —  5  years  . 

l 

— 

1 

5 — 10  years  . 

2 

1 

3 

10 — 15  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  . 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  years  . 

1 

— 

1 

25 — 35  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  . 

1 

2 

3 

45 — 55  years  . 

12 

2 

14 

55 — 65  years  . 

17 

13 

30 

65 — 70  years  . 

15 

10 

25 

70 — 75  years  . 

10 

13 

23 

75 — 80  years  . 

13 

13 

26 

80—85  years  . 

17 

13 

30 

85 — 90  years  . 

7 

9 

16 

00  vears  and  over 

1 

2 

3 

TOTALS 

103 

83 

186 

CAUSES  OF 

DEATH 

IN  1958 

Males 

Fern 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . ..... 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

13.  Malignat  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

16.  Diabetes  . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  . 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

22.  Influenza  . 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

All  causes 


Total 

4 


— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

4 

— 

3 

3 

10 

5 

15 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

18 

14 

32 

18 

15 

33 

2 

5 

7 

8 

10 

18 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

6 

9 

3 

12 

2 

— 

2 

.  1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

8 

4 

12 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

8 

2 

= 

2 

103 

83 

186 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures 


Rirtli  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  : 

Crude  . 

Adjusted  . ...  .. .  . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  : 

Crude  . 

Adjusted  ..... . . . . 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 
excluding  Tuberculosis  hut 
including  Venereal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  - . . .  ...... 

Other  . . 

All  forms  . .  . 

Cancer  .  . . . . 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  . . . 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

Respiratory  diseases  . 

Maternal  Mortality  . 

Infant  Mortality  . 

Stillbirths  .  . 


Aggregate 

West 

West 

England 

and 

Wombwell 

Riding 

Riding 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov. 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

16.9 

16.3 

167 

16.4 

16.9 

16.4 

16.9 

16.4 

9.8 

12.8 

11.9 

11.7 

12.4 

13.3 

13.0 

11.7 

Not 

— 

0.04 

0.05 

available 

0.21 

0.09 

0.09 

0.09 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.21 

0.09 

0.09 

0.10 

1.68 

2.11 

1.97 

2.12 

Not 

1.68 

2.13 

1.93 

available 

Not 

3.25 

5.00 

4.59 

available 

Not 

1.05 

1.40 

1.33 

available 

— 

0.41 

0.43 

0.43 

31.1 

23.2 

24.4 

22.5 

24.2 

23.0 

22.8 

21.6 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer  of  the 
Council,  but  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work, 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding  districts 
and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Division  No.  25  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council.  Two  Public  Health  Inspectors 
are  employed. 

Genera!  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  and  administered 
through  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Hoard  are  given  below  : 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

4.  The  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with  the 
hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulances  for  this  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  Cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals : 

1.  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

2.  Montagu  Hospital,  M exborough. 

3.  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

4.  Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  were  also 
available  for  abnormal  obstetric  cases. 

Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions 
at  the  Chest  Clinic,  46  Church  Street,  Barnsley.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows  : 

Tuesday  ....  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

Wednesday  ....  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

Wednesday  ....  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Thursday  ....  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

Friday  ....  ....  10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 
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Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Wombwell  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley  : 

Address  :  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queens  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Doncaster  and 
Rotherham,  and  a  patient  suitering  from  Venereal  Disease  is  at 
liljerty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential . 

Clinic  Facilities 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Wombwell  Clinic,  Public 
Library,  Station  Road,  Wombwell.  on  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays, 
2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m.,  and  at  Jump  Clinic,  Miners’  Welfare  Hall, 
Jump,  on  Mondays,  2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  School  clinics  are  held 
fortnightly  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  the  Wombwell  Clinic. 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  Wombwrell 
Clinic. 

Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the  control  of 
the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped  to 
deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations,  and 
a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report  furnished  for 
every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Bradford  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  being  at  Hoyland. 
Telephone  No.  Hoyland  3168  and  Hoyland  2112. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Know’les,  your  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report  : 

Sewage  Disposal 

New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works 

1  have  again  to  report  that  owing  to  a  seam  of  coal  being 
worked  under  the  New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works  the  effects 
of  mining  subsidence  are  still  apparent  in  the  tanks  and  the  filters. 

Since  your  last  report  another  £25,000  has  been  spent  in 
connection  with  the  New  Scarborough  Sewage  Scheme  for  the 
construction  of  sludge  drying  beds  and  laying  of  largers  sewers 
throughout  the  district. 
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Lundhill  Sewage  Works 

The  good  effluent  at  these  Works  is  maintained  and  we  are 
quite  pleased  about  the  results. 

Sewers 

We  have  still  gut  the  same  difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
blockage  of  sewers  owing  to  mining  subsidence  and  these  have 
to  be  remedied  as  they  occur. 

Housing 

During  the  year  under  review  the  houses  etc.  completed  by 
the  Council  are  A — three  bedroomed  type  houses,  10 — one  bed- 
roomed  bungalows  and  44 — two  bedroomed  bungalows. 

The  following  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  by 
Private  enterprise  :  15  bungalows.  1  bungalow  and  shop  and  4 
houses- 


Swimming  Baths 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  your  Baths  Manager, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  swimming  baths. 

The  Baths  proved  very  popular  during  the  season  and  a 
record  number  of  bathers  used  the  establishment  namely,  92,992, 
made  up  as  follows  :  Slipper  bathers  2,342,  Adult  swimmers 
19,389,  Juvenile  swimmers  41,993.  School  children  26,715,  Even¬ 
ing  Classes  2,217,  and  Contract  bathers  336.  It  is  becoming 
more  and  more  difficult  to  cope  with  the  people  seeking  admission 
and  the  provision  of  extra  bathing  facilities  appears  to  be  the  only 
solution. 

The  swimming  bath  water  is  kept  at  a  constant  temperature, 
filtered  and  chlorinated  ;  and  the  turnover  period  is  approximately 
three  hours.  Frequent  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  for 
analysis  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 


SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  your  district 
last  year  amounted  to  121  cases  as  compared  with  512  in  the 
previous  year. 

Notifiable  Di  seases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1958 


Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 

Meningococcal  1  nfection 
Food  Poisoning 
1  Vdiomyelitis  ( Paralytic) 


Total 

Cates 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

2 

— 

— 

26 

— 

— 

17 

3 

— 

19 

13 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

3 

6 

46 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Infectious  Diseases  (Age  Groups) 


Under 

1-3 

3-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  and 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1  yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

over 

— 

3 

6 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . -  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

1 

/ 

8 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

7 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

3 

8 

29 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  WOMBWELL  DURING  TEN  YEARS 
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12 
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19 
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1 

13 

2 

— 

2 

1 
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17 

26 

46 
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Scarlet  Fever 

19  cases  at  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
compared  with  64  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  19  cases,  13 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  In  general,  the  disease  was  mild  and 
there  were  no  deaths  or  serfous  complications  from  the  disease. 

Measles 

26  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  The  numbei 
of  infants  vaccinated  was  133  as  compared  with  85  in  the  previous 
year.  This  represents  40%  of  the  infant  population  as  compared 
with  23%  in  1957.  This  is  a  very  welcome  increase,  and  1  hope 
to  see  this  continued  over  the  coming  years. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
there  were  17  cases  of  Whooping  Cough.  This  compares  with 
19  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  1957.  The  number  of  children 
immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  rose  to  217  in  1958, 
compared  with  127  in  the  previous  year.  This  represents 
approximately  65%  of  the  infant  population  as  compared  with 
40%  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  a  very  welcome  increase  and  1 
feel  it  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  combined  vaccination, 
which  was  introduced  at  the  verv  end  of  1957.  Immunisation 
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figures  in  relation  to  Diphtheria  showed  a  marked  over-all 
increase,  with  73.5%  of  all  children  in  the  0- — 14  age  group 
immunised  as  against  60.9%  in  1957.  41.1%,  of  all  children  in 
the  0 — 4  age  group  were  protected  and  87.4%/  in  the  age  group 
5 — 14  years.  This  is  a  very  encouraging  picture  and  is  running 
parallel  with  Whooping  Cough  immunisation,  probably  for  the 
same  reasons. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  your  district  in  a  child 
a  few  months  old.  This  child  was  too  young  to  have  received 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  and,  therefore,  had  not  been  immunised. 
The  disease  was  paralytic,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  no  obvious 
paralysis  remained. 

During  the  year  much  of  the  department’s  time  was  spent 
on  Poliomyelitis  vaccination,  and  during  the  year  two  doses  were 
given  to  2,213  school  children  in  Wombwell,  148  young  adults 
and  40  expectant  mothers;  a  total  for  the  year  of  2,401.  The 
grand  total  of  all  persons  immunised  since  the  scheme  began 
stood  at  2.  983  with  only  33  children  on  the  waiting  list. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  confirmed  last  year.  It  was 
an  isolated  case  and  no  source  of  infection  was  traced. 


Dysentery 

46  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
disease  appeared  to  be  sporadic,  but  there  was  some  slight 
concentration  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  13  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
two  new  cases  of  Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  as  compared 
with  12  and  1  respectively  in  1957.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have 
to  report  that  4  people  died  from  the  disease  during  1958. 
This  is  somewhat  higher  than  normally  for  your  district  and  such 
an  increase  is  out  of  keeping  with  the  pattern  in  surrounding 
districts.  The  age  distribution  as  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table  may  be  of  some  significance. 

1  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  vast  amount  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Chest  Physician,  in  ensuring  that  contacts  attend  for 
examination.  I  feel  that  this  is  one  sphere  where  there  is 
excellent  co-ordination  and  co-operation  between  the  hospital  and 
the  local  authority  services. 


TUBERCULOSIS — Record  of  Cases  during  1958 


No.  of  cases  on  register  at  1st  lanuarv, 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non  -  Pul  monar  y 
M  F 

1958  .  . 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 

78 

51 

13 

11 

during  the  year  . 

8 

5 

— 

2 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register . 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otherwise 

1 

1 

" 

~ 

than  bv  notification 

2 

1 

— 

— 

No.  removed  to  other  districts  ... 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

6 

5 

register  . 

3 

2 

— 

2 

No.  died  from  disease 

3 

1 

— 

— 

No.  died  from  other  causes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  at  end  of  1958 

75 

50 

13 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS 

— New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1958 

Age  Period* 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non- 

Pul  monary 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F  M  F 

Under  5  ... 

5  to  14 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

—  —  — 

15  to  24 

1 

1 

1 

— 

—  — 

25  to  44 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1  _  _ 

45  to  64 

4 

— 

—  — 

2 

—  —  — 

65  and  up  ... 

— 

1 

-  - 

1 

— '  —  - ' 

Total 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1  —  — 

--  >» 


TUBERCULOSIS— -New  Cases  and  Mortality 
for  the  past  ten  years 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 


Year 

1949 

Pulmonary 

24 

Pulmonary 

5 

Pulmonary 

7 

Pulmonary 

1950 

27 

8 

6 

1 

1951 

33 

3 

3 

— 

1952 

23 

5 

6 

2 

1953 

21 

r* 

D 

6 

— 

1954 

14 

3 

5 

— 

1955 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1956 

12 

4 

2 

— 

1957 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1958 

13 

2 

4 

16 


SECTION  IV 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

WOM 15  WELL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  place  before  you  my  eighth  Annual 
Report  on  those  matters  concerning  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  Wombwell  for  which  my  Department  is 
responsible. 

May  1  older  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  in  particular  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  whose  enthusiasm  and  continued  con  - 
fidence  are  vitally  necessary  if  progress  is  to  be  made  in 
the  highly  important  held  of  Public  Health.  1  would  also 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  co-operation  given  by  my  fellow  officials  and 
of  the  excellent  way  in  which  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  my  staff  have  continued 
to  carry  out  their  duties  throughout  the  year.  There  was  an 
interruption  in  the  smooth  running  of  the  Department  when 
the  Senior  Clerk,  Mrs.  J.  Warren,  resigned  her  position  after 
ten  years.  1  am  very  grateful  to  her  for  the  high  standard 
of  work  which  she  maintained  throughout  that  period  and  the 
unfailing  cheerfulness  which  she  displayed  at  all  times. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  in  compiling  this  report  to 
cover  as  far  as  possible  every  aspect  of  the  Department's 
activities  but  I  think  you  will  be  the  first  to  acknowledge 
that  there  are  numerous  small  items  to  which  no  reference 
is  made.  During  the  course  of  the  many  interviews  which 
are  held  in  the  year  help  and  advice  is  given  which  probabh 
assists  someone  or  smooths  out  a  difficulty. 
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The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into 
operation  during  1958  along  with  the  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  Act,  1958  and  whilst  there  was  no  other  major 
change  in  legislation  as  it  affects  the  Department  I  think  it 
can  be  said  that  it  was  becoming  possible  to  see  the  effect 
and  to  appreciate  the  pattern  of  legislation  introduced  during 
the  past  few  years,  especially  the  Rent  Act  and  the  Clean 
Air  Act. 

In  keeping  with  reports  of  recent  years  the  emphasis  has 
again  been  placed  on  Food,  Housing,  Atmospheric  Pollution 
and  Public  Cleansing. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FINNEY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Housing 

During  the  year  77  new  dwellings  were  erected  in  your 
district,  58  by  the  Council  and  19  by  private  enterprise. 

Of  the  58  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council,  2  were 
houses  and  were  built  in  Windmill  Road.  The  remainder 
were  bungalows  and  were  a  further  devlopment  of  your 
Wilson  Street  Estate.  The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses 
within  your  district  is  5,898.  The  population  for  mid  1958 
was  19,050  and  this  gives  an  average  figure  of  3.23  persons 
per  house.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  latter  figure 
with  those  for  the  years  1929,  1939  and  1949.  In  1929  the 
average  number  was  5.4  persons  per  house,  in  1939  it  was 
3.64  and  in  1949  it  was  3.6.  Thus  it  is  seen  what  an  immense 
improvement  has  been  effected. 

Since  the  war  the  Council  has  erected  958  houses  and 
bungalows. 

The  fact  that  the  houses  and  bungalows  constructed  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  were  devoted  to  Slum  Clearance  demonstrated 
the  ever  increasing  demand  for  houses  for  general  needs. 
The  claims  by  those  who  live  in  overcrowded  conditions  or 
in  lodgings,  as  instanced  in  the  many  letters  received  by  the 
Housing  Sub-Committee,  became  louder  and  more  insistent. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  consideration  of  building  for  general 
needs  is  rapidly  becoming  urgent. 

During  the  year  the  2  newly  erected  Council  Houses  and 
56  bungalows  and  a  number  of  re-lets  on  the  other  housing 
estates  were  utilised  as  follows  : 

(1)  Alleviation  of  Overcrowding: 

(a)  Single  Families  .  5 

(b)  Two  or  more  families  in  house  22 

(2)  Cases  of  sickness  or  disability  ....  2 

(3)  Slum  Clearance  .  52 
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House  Letting 

In  a  number  of  cases  where  re-housing  was  being  carried 
out  some  tenants  were  considered  unsuitable  for  new  houses 
and  some  were  unable  to  pay  the  comparatively  high  rent. 
By  arrangement  with  the  Collector  exchanges  were  effected 
by  means  of  which  existing  Council  House  tenants  were 
permitted  to  take  over  the  tenancy  of  a  new  house  and  the 
house  thus  vacated  was  allocated  to  one  of  the  cases  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

The  Collector  and  1  have  worked  in  close  collaboration 
at  all  times  to  ensure  that  the  best  possible  use  be  made  of 
the  available  houses.  This  system  has  worked  well  in  dealing 
with  re-housing  by  Slum  Clearance  as  will  be  seen  below. 

Slum  Clearance,  Unfit  Houses  and  Demoltion 

By  the  end  of  the  year  good  progress  had  been  made 
on  the  Contract  for  66  bungalows  and  4  houses  being  erected 
for  Slum  Clearance  purposes,  and  52  families  had  been  re¬ 
housed  from  houses  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas  or  by 
Individual  Demolition. 

This  re-housing  operation  afforded  the  opportunity  of 
implementing  the  plan  which  was  described  in  my  last  report. 
Briefly,  the  plan  was  intended  to  eliminate  to  a  large  extent 
the  known  under  occupation  in  Council  owned  houses,  i.e. 
where  aged  couples  or  single  aged  persons,  many  in  failing 
health,  were  occupying  3  bedroom  type  houses  which  were 
not  only  too  large  but  decidedly  inconvenient.  By  building 
bungalows  such  people  could  be  re-housed  from  the  larger 
houses  to  smaller,  more  convenient  accommodation  and  the 
houses  thus  vacated  could  be  utilised  for  families  and  younger 
people  displaced  bv  Slum  Clearance. 

After  a  year’s  experience  working  the  system  it  is 
possible  to  state  that  it  is  to  a  large  degree  successful. 
Many  difficulties  arose,  however,  some  of  them  expected, 
others  not  altogether  anticipated.  In  the  cases  where  the 
occupants  of  Slum  Clearance  property  were  eligible  by  reason 
of  age  for  bungalows  they  were  re-housed  direct  to  a 
bungalow.  Many  much  younger  people  considered  that  a 
two-bedroom  bungalow  was  suitable  for  their  own  needs  and 
their  disappointment  was  followed  in  many  cases  by  loud 
protestation  when  they  were  allocated  a  house.  Others, 
when  given  the  kev  for  a  house  objected  to  being  required 
to  take  over  a  house  which  was  not  as  clean  as  could  be 
desired.  Again,  there  were  cases  where  tthe  type  of  house, 
or  its  position  were  not  what  was  wanted. 

As  I  had  anticipated,  however,  any  operation  in  which 
the  movement  of  human  beings  is  concerned  will  inevitably 
give  rise  to  such  difficulties.  It  is  understandable  that  where 
people  have  existed  in  houses  of  a  sub-standard  type  for 
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so  many  years  and  the  Local  Authority  have  been  able  to 
include  such  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  programmes  they  look 
forward  with  keen  interest  and  great  expectation  to  taking 
over  the  tenancy  of  a  brand  new  house. 

Since  it  is  the  intention  to  continue  dealing  with  Slum 
Clearance  in  this  manner  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  future 
reactions  as  people  become  more  accustomed  to  it. 

The  Church  Street/Alma  Street  area  was  cleared  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  The  land  thus  cleared  is  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  and  it  is  hoped  that  enlightened  planning  and 
development  will  transform  what  was  formerly  a  congestion 
of  dreary,  dilapidated,  depressing  and  unhealthy  dwellings 
into  an  area  of  beauty  and  dignity  in  which  the  townspeople 
can  take  some  pride. 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  continued  when 
further  properties  were  made  the  subject  of  representations 
to  the  Council  (see  below  for  details)  and  27  other  houses 
were  demolished  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  viz: 

Nos.  50  to  80  (even  nos.  inclusive) 

Pontefract  Road,  Rroomhill  .  16 

Nos.  73-81  (odd  nos.  inclusive) 

Tingle  Bridge  Lane,  Hemingfield  ....  5 

Nos.  88  and  101  Netherwood  Road, 

Womb  well  .  2 

Nos.  6,  8,  10  and  12  Fitzwilliam  Street 
Hemingfield  .  4 

Total  ....  27 


During  the  year  55  houses  were  inspected  and  represented 
to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  having 
regard  to  the  standard  set  out  in  the  Housing  Act.  43  were 
included  in  2  Clearance  Areas  and  12  represented  for  individual 
Demolition,  as  follows  : 


Clearance  Areas 

No.  3  Wath  Road  Area 


Premises:  82  to  114  (even  nos.  inclusive) 

Wath  Road . 

Premises:  1  to  45  (odd  nos.  inclusive) 
Brampton  Road . 


17 

23 


Total  ....  40 
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No.  4  Alma  Street  Area 

Premises:  1,  2  and  3  Alma  Street, 
Wombwell  . 


3 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Premises:  6,  8  and  10  Church  Street, 
Wombwell  . 

Premises:  73  to  81  (odd  nos.  inclusive) 
Tingle  Bridge  Lane,  Hemingfield . 

Premises:  Keepers  Cottages,  Hemingfield 
Road,  Wombwell  . 

Premises:  119  and  121  Station  Road, 
Wombwell  . 


3 

5 

2 

2 


Total  ....  12 


it  is  hoped  that  circumstances  will  change  sufficiently 
and  the  opportunity  present  itself  next  year  to  make  up  the 
ground  which  has  been  lost  in  the  Slum  Clearance  Pro¬ 
gramme.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  suggested  number 
of  297  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  five  years  was  approved 
but  only  152  have  been  represented  in  three  years.  It 
cannot  be  stressed  too  often  the  dangers  and  difficulties,  the 
frustration  and  depression  which  arise  from  existing  in  houses 
which  are  worn  out,  which  do  not  allow  a  reasonable  amount 
of  daylight  to  penetrate  into  the  rooms,  which  are  damp  and 
in  disrepair,  and  which  lack  a  bathroom,  a  hot  water  system, 
a  good  kitchen,  a  satisfactory  foodstore  and  all  the  other 
amenities  which  the  average  family  regards  as  indispensable 
and  normal. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  houses  represented  during 
the  year  that  5  of  them  were  in  Hemingfield  and  none  in 
Jump.  There  are,  of  course,  other  unfit  houses  in  these  two 
villages,  especially  in  Jump,  where  there  is  a  high  proportion 
of  houses  considered  to  be  so  bad  as  to  warrant  demolition 
but  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  wrong  to  continue  demolishing 
houses  in  these  areas  and  to  expect  the  people  thus 
displaced  to  accept  re-housing  in  Womwell.  In  this  way, 
these  villages,  each  with  its  own  distinctive  character,  would 
gradually  die.  This  should  be  avoided  at  all  costs  and  every 
attempt  made  to  re-develop  the  villages  on  modern  lines, 
preserving  the  existing  interests  of  the  community  and,  if 
possible,  introducing  new  ones.  Such  a  plan  is  especially 
urgent  at  Jump  where  upwards  of  130  houses  are  included 
in  the  first  Five  Year  Plan. 
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Improvement  Grants 

It  was  extremely  unfortunate  that  it  became  necessary 
to  suspend  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants  and  that  a 
temporary  halt  was  called  to  the  most  essential  work  of 
providing  older  houses  with  modern  amenities. 

From  the  time  when  the  Housing,  Act,  1949,  gave  powers 
to  Local  Authorities  to  make  grants  in  respect  of  works  of 
improvement  the  Council  have  invariably  implemented  these 
powers.  They  have  been  instrumental  in  extending  the  life 
of  some  of  the  older  properties  and  giving  them  modern 
amenities.  The  number  of  houses  thus  improved  probably 
does  not  represent  a  significant  proportion  of  the  total  houses 
in  the  area  but  an  effort  has  been  made  and  it  is  quite  certain 
that  the  number  of  requests  for  Improvement  Grants  would 
have  been  considerably  greater  had  the  conditions  attached 
to  such  grants  not  been  so  stringent.  I  have  always  felt  that 
such  an  excellent  scheme  could  be  and  should  be  applied  far 
more  widely  and  thus  benefit  the  community  as  a  whole.  It 
would  be  even  better  if  the  Local  Authority  were  invested 
with  the  power  to  require  property  owners  to  carry  out 
these  improvements  as  part  of  the  normal  housing  repairs 
procedure.  In  this  way  all  those  houses  regarded  as  sub¬ 
standard  and  yet  not  of  a  sufficiently  low  standard  to  warrant 
inclusion  in  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  could  be  brought 
up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  amenity  as  well  as  repair  and 
included  in  the  general  overall  housing  plan.  The  occupants 
of  such  houses  would  not  then  be  faced  with  the  prospect 
of  residing  in  substandard  conditions  over  an  extended  period 
of  years. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to 
re-commence  the  making  of  grants  for  Improvements  and  a 
number  of  applications  were  received.  These  were  dealt  with 
early  in  1959. 

Housing  Repairs 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  continued  to  occupy  a  good  deal  of 
time  in  the  Department.  Large  numbers  of  people  called  at 
the  office  for  information  as  to  the  procedure  and  implications 
of  the  Act.  Without  exception  those  seeking  information 
were  bewildered  by  talk  of  various  forms  as  required  by  the 
Act  and  the  fact  that  on  them  lay  the  onus  for  taking  action 
and  securing  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  many  of  them  had  had  occasion 
to  come  into  personal  contact  with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  and  the  experience  proved  to  be  very  disturbing. 
Although  every  effort  was  made  to  smooth  out  difficulties, 
both  real  and  imagined,  and  all  necessary  prescribed  forms 
were  made  available  in  this  office,  I  felt  that  many  tenants 
would  find  the  business  of  filling  in  and  sending  various 
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forms  far  too  irksome  and  that  the  tremendous  interest  and 
enthusiasm  displayed  when  the  Act  first  came  into  operation 
would  soon  diminish  and  he  lost  in  a  welter  of  forms. 

It  is  felt  that  the  procedure  could  have  been  simplified 
greatly  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  Act  increased  out  of  all 
proportion.  When  the  provision  for  increasing  rents  was  first 
promulgated  it  was  felt  that  it  would  afford  an  opportunity 
of  securing  much  needed  repairs  in  many  houses.  Judging 
by  the  numbers  of  people  who  purchased  Forms  G.  from  my 
office  in  the  first  few  months  there  was  some  justification 
for  believing  that  first  inpressions  would  prove  correct. 
However,  it  became  increasingly  evident  as  the  year  pro¬ 
gressed  that  the  Act  was  not  achieving  the  degree  of  success 
expected.  In  many  cases  tenants  accepted  verbal  promises 
as  to  the  carrying  out  of  works  which  were  never  fulfilled, 
other  tenants  have  been  too  timid  to  go  through  with  the 
procedure,  others  have  experienced  frustration,  etc. 

As  was  stressed  in  my  previous  report  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Housing  Act  were  not  affected 
in  the  slightest  by  the  Rent  Act  and  in  fact  many  of  the 
defects  which  were  included  in  tenants’  original  forms  G. 
(Notice  bv  Tenant  to  Landlord  of  Defects  of  Repair)  have 
been  subsequently  dealt  with  in  this  Department  in  the 
normal  way. 

The  routine  work  of  securing  repairs  and  improvements 
to  houses  which  is  unexciting  and  unpublicised  but  basically 
necessary  was  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  contin¬ 
uation  of  new  building  in  the  area  once  again  underlined  the 
difficulty  of  securing  repairs  due  to  the  small  number  of 
Contractors  available  to  undertake  such  work.  In  some  cases 
delay  in  securing  compliance  with  notices  was  experienced. 

During  the  year  283  Informal  Notices  were  served  and 
of  these  89  per  cent  were  complied  with.  In  addition,  40 
notices  brought  forward  from  1957  were  also  complied  with. 
29  notices  were  carried  forward  to  be  dealt  with  in  1959. 

Damage  by  Mining  Subsidence 

Many  parts  of  the  town  continued  to  be  affected  by 
mining  subsidence.  So  long  as  the  present  system  continues 
this  must  be  accepted  as  a  necessary  evil.  Close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  Land  and  Mineral  Officers  of  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  all  three  of  the  Areas  concerned  in  the  district. 
Delay  in  making  good  such  damage  is  thus  minimised.  A 
constant  watch  is  maintained  on  affected  property  in  order 
that  action  might  be  taken  without  delay  should  danger  arise 


Many  of  the  areas  which  were  previously  reported  as 
being,  affected  by  subsidence  must  once  again  be  included  as 
containing  houses  and  other  premises  which  were  damaged. 
These  were  Littlefield  Lane,  Station  Road,  Edward  Street, 
Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  Main,  Broomhill,  Barnsley  Road, 
Aldham  Cottages,  Wilson  Street  and  part  of  the  Wilson 
Street  Estate,  Brampton  Road,  Summer  Lane,  Wombwell, 
Cemetery  Road  and  and  Garden  Grove,  Hemingfield  and 
Church  Street,  Jump. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


.1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  .  5898 

2.  Number  of  houses  included  in  above: 

(a)  Back-to-back  .  . .  Nil 

(b) Single  back  ....  .  . .  18 

3.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere. 
Number  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made 

t  during  the  year: 

(a)  in  Clearance  Areas  ....  . ;  .  43 

(b)  individual  unfit  houses  ....  .  12 

A.  Houses  Demolished. 

In  Clearance  Areas 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation:  • 

Houses  Demolished  .  Nil 

Persons  Displaced  during  the  year .  49 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  13 

(2)  Houses  included  bv  reason  of  bad  arrangement, 

etc.  .  Nil 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2) 

Housing  Act,  1957  ....  .  Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas : 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Section  17(1)  Housing  Act,  1957: 

Houses  Demolished  .  27 

Persons  Displaced  during  the  year .  79 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  25 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit 

by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health .  Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  local  Acts  ....  Nil 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders  ....  Nil 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1), 

Housing  Act,  1957  17 

Persons  Dislaced  during  the  year  .  42 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  15 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18, 

Housing  Act,  1957  .  Nil 
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C.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects 

were  Remedied : 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority: 

Rv  Owner 

A  ■  *  J  T  t  A  A  w  A  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••••  ••••  •  f  t  •  ••••  •••• 

By  Local  Authority  . 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts : 

By  Owner  . 

By  Local  Authority  . 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 : 

By  Owner  . 

By  Local  Authority  . 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957: 

1  (^) n r  « . . .  « . . .  . .  * .  . . . .  . . « «  , , , ,  . . . « 

By  Local  Authority  . 

D.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48  « . . «  . « . .  » . . .  . . . .  . « * .  i  1 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  46 .  Nil 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 

Sections  34  or  53  Nil 

E.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement. 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those 

included  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in 

t  It  6  J  6  ct  1*  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  •  .  .  .  «  ■  • ,  *  .  .  .  .  ■  *  *  *  .  .  .  «  1  1 

4.  Number  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year  into 

Council  owrned  dwellings : 

(a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc .  53 

(b)  Overcrowding  .  5 

5.  Rent  Act,  1957 

(a)  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted  ....  27 

(b)  Number  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs 

given  by  owners  to  the  local  authority  ....  23 

(c)  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  3 

6.  Overcrow’ding. 

Less  progress  than  usual  was  made  in  alleviating 
overcrowding  during  the  year  due  to  all  newly 
constructed  houses  being  devoted  t<>  Slum  Clear 
ance  re-housing. 

7.  New  Dwellings. 

Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  . .  .  58 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise .  19 


907 

Nil 


65 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 
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8.  Grants  for  Conversion  or  Improvement  of  Housing 

Accommodation. 

(a)  Conversions  (The  number  of  dwellings  is  the 

number  resulting  from  completion  of  the 
work)  .  Nil 

(b)  Improvements — Number  of  dwellings  com¬ 

pleted  during  year  .  1 

9.  Details  of  Advances  for  Advances  approved 

the  Purpose  of  Acquiring  in  six  cases. 

or  Constructing  Houses. 

10.  Supplementary  Remarks. 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  temporarily  ceased  the  making  of 
advances  for  construction,  acquisition  or  im¬ 
provement  of  houses.  It  was  agreed  toward 
the  end  of  1958  to  re-commence  such  advances. 

Milk  Supply 

The  Urban  District  was  designated  a  special  area  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1953, 
and  since  that  time  all  milk  retailed  within  the  district  has 
been  sold  under  Special  Designations. 

There  was  some  prejudice  at  the  outset,  especially 
amongst  older  people,  against  this  method  of  distributing  milk. 
Gradually  the  criticism  has  subsided  and  it  is  seldom  that 
one  now  hears  any  reference  to  the  “old  methods”  of  retailing 
milk.  Even  the  minority  of  dissenters  have  now  accepted 
that  it  is  far  safer  and  infinitely  more  convenient  to  receive 
their  milk  supply  in  sealed,  hygienic  containers. 

Of  the  milk  produced  in  your  area,  that  at  four  farms 
is  Ungraded  and  is  sent  for  Pasteurisation.  At  the  remaining 
seven  farms,  including  the  five  largest  herds,  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  is  produced,  but  only  in  three  cases  is  it  retailed 
in  this  area.  In  addition,  a  large  quantity  of  Pasteurised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  is  retailed  in  the  area.  The 
milk  produced  and  consumed  within  the  Urban  District 
continues  to  be  of  a  high  quality. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  attributable  to  the  milk 
supply  have  been  very  rare  indeed.  Since  the  introduction  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  of  1926  a  tremendous  improvement 
has  been  secured  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk. 
There  has,  of  course,  been  much  new  legislation  since  that 
date  and  each  measure  introduced  has  meant  a  further  step 
towards  the  goal  of  a  safe,  disease-free  milk  supply. 

Regular  supervision  of  milk  distribution  was  once  again 
a  feature  of  the  Department’s  activities  and  contact  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  suppliers  in  order  that  improvements  may 
be  effected  as  necessary.  To  this  end  samples  of  milk  were 
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procured  tor  the  routine  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and 
Phosphatase  Tests  and  all  milk  sold  in  the  raw  state  was, 
in  addition,  tested  at  least  quarterly  for  the  presence  of  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

There  are  altogether  48  Retail  Milk  sellers  registered 
whose  premises  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals. 

145  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  despatched  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield.  The  staff 
of  the  Laboratory  are  always  extremely  helpful  and  a  high 
value  is  placed  on  their  services.  The  results  of  the  tests 
carried  out  are  given  below. 


Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination  during  1958 


TYPE 

OF  TEST  AND 

RESULT 

Presence  of 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Tuberculosis 

TYPE  OF  MILK 

Satis-  Unsatis¬ 

Satis-  Unsatis 

Neg¬ 

Pos¬ 

factory  factory 

factory  factory 

ative 

itive 

Ungraded  _  _ 

26  3 

—  — 

15 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

47  — 

—  — 

30 

— 

Pasteurised 

6  — 

6  — 

— 

— — 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6  — 

6 

— 

- — 

In  addition,  34  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus.  There  were  3  pos'tive 
results  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  farmers  con¬ 
cerned  immediately  for  Veterinary  Officers  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  treatment. 

In  cases  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  from 
the  Laboratory,  action  was  taken  with  the  Area  Milk  Officer 
and  the  necessary  improvements  secured. 


Distribution  of  Milk 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  48 
Distributors  of  Milk,  41  of  these  in  grocery  and  general 
shops.  The  following  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 


Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested” . 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)”  .... 
Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Pasteurised”  . 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Sterilised” . 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  . 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

Special  Designation  “Sterilised”  . 


3 
1 

4 

45 

2 

1 
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Meat  Supply 

The  main  part  of  the  town’s  meat  supply  is  brought  from 
a  Public  Abattoir  in  a  neighbouring  town.  The  abattoir  had 
been  extended  and  provided  facilities  for  the  slaughter  and 
hanging  of  meat  in  modern  conditions. 

Meat  is  brought  into  the  town  and  delivered  direct  to 
the  retailers  in  covered,  metal-lined  vans  with  good  hanging 
facilities.  However,  even  with  these  closed,  hygienic  vans, 
careless  or  rough  handling  of  the  meat  can  lead  to  it  being 
damaged  and  contaminated.  Isolated  instances  of  such  mal¬ 
practice  were  seen  and  dealt  with  as  were  cases  in  which  the 
meat  handlers  were  not  wearing  the  required  type  of  overalls 
and  head  covers.  A  constant  watch  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year  to  ensure  that  the  meat  supply  is  handled  and 
transported  in  as  clean  and  safe  a  way  as  possible.  Whilst 
there  is  no  place  for  complacency  it  can  be  said  that  meat 
handling  continues  to  show  some  improvement. 

Food  Preparing  Premises,  Shops  and  Markets 

It  is  not  possible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  food  premises 
but  as  many  \  isits  as  possible  are  paid  to  these  places.  The 
town  has  a  great  number  of  shops,  bakehouses  and  other 
food  premises  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  population  and 
in  a  matter  so  important  to  the  health  of  the  community  it 
is  felt  that  considerable  advantage  would  be  gained  by  making 
longer  and  more  frequent  visits  to  them.  The  inspections 
were  made  as  follows : — 

Number  of  Number  of 


(a)  Butchers  Shops  . 

Premises 

17 

Inspections 

191 

(b)  Grocers  and  General  Dealers  .... 

84 

245 

(c)  Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

14 

21 

(d)  Wet  Fish  Shops . 

2 

36 

(e)  Greengrocers  . 

5 

12 

(f)  Bakehouses  . 

10 

126 

(g)  Meat  Products  . 

6 

59 

(h)  Markets  . 

2 

183 

(i)  Canteens  and  Cafes  . 

9 

36 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  is 
as  follows : — 

Manufacture  of  Meat  Products  (Sausage,  etc.)  .  6 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice-Cream  .  52 

Food  Hygiene 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  have  now  been  in 
operation  since  1st  January,  1956,  and  steady  progress  has 
been  made  in  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations. 
During  the  year  improvements  were  secured  at  19  food 
premises,  including  1  Canteen,  1  licensed  premises,  and  17 
food  shops. 
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When  the  Regulations  first  became  operative  all  their 
many  implications  were  discussed  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  other 
Urban  Districts  forming  the  Health  Division.  After  many 
meetings  we  prepared  a  series  of  suggested  standards  and 
interpretations  within  the  framework  of  the  Regulations  It 
was  felt  that  these  would  secure  some  measure  of  uniformity 
in  the  application  of  the  Regulations  to  the  premises  in  our 
several  Urban  Districts.  Standards  were  prepared  for  each 
type  of  premises  as  follows  and  were  brought  into  use  after 
being  formally  laid  before  the  Council  and  approved. 

(1)  Basic  Standards  for  all  Food  Premises. 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Bakehouses. 

(b)  Additional  Requirements  for  Butchers  Shops  and 
Meat  Manufacturing  Premises. 

(c)  Additional  Requirements  for  Cafes,  Canteens, 
Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc. 

(d)  Additional  Requirements  for  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

(e)  Additional  Requirements  for  General  Dealers  (House 
Shops). 

(f)  Additional  Requirements  for  Licensed  Premises  and 
Clubs. 

(g)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish  Shops. 

(2)  Basic  Standards  for  all  Mobile  Vehicles 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Meat  and  Meat 
Products. 

(b)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish. 

The  preparation  of  these  standards  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  made  available  to  all  occupiers  of  food  premises  has 
been  of  considerable  assistance  in  securing  compliance  with 
the  Regulations.  It  is  felt  that  the  time  devoted  to  the 
preparation  of  the  Standards,  especially  on  the  problem  of 
writing  them  in  a  reasonably  understandable  form,  has  proved 
to  be  amply  justified. 

The  greatest  single  difficulty  continues  to  be  experienced 
where  a  room  at  the  front  of  domestic  premises  has  been 
converted  to  a  shop  and  a  wide  range  of  foodstuffs  and  other 
articles  are  sold.  In  every  case  a  supply  of  hot  water  had  been 
secured  in  the  living  room  behind  the  shop  and  considered  to 
be  “within  reasonable  distance”  as  was  required  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  This  arrangement  had  functioned  very 
well.  Especially  since  in  most  cases  the  sanitary  convenience 
was  situated  at  the  rear  of  such  premises  and  after  using 
the  convenience  the  food  handler,  usuallv  the  owner  of  the 
business  or  one  of  his  family,  had  automatically  stopped  at 
the  sink  and  washed  his  hands  before  re-entering  the  shop. 
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Under  the  new  Regulations  the  washing  facilities  must 
he  on  the  food  premises,  and  since  that  part  of  the  building 
which  is  devoted  to  domestic  use  cannot  be  considered  busi¬ 
ness  premises,  the  hot  water  supply  and  washing  facilities 
must  now  be  provided  in,  or  immediately  adjacent  to,  the 
shop.  The  domestic  sink  cannot  be  accepted  as  providing 
the  washing  facilities  for  the  shop. 

Even  though  the  necessary  washing  facilities  have  now 
been  provided  in  many  cases  one  wonders  whether  they  will 
be  used.  In  a  number  of  instances  the  new  arrangement  has 
been  found  to  be  an  advantage  and  efforts  will  be  continued 
to  secure  compliance  with  this  and  other  provisions  of  the 
Regulations. 

The  standard  of  food  handling  continues  to  be  reasonably 
good  but  there  is  always  room  for  improvement.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  a  large  part  of  the  improvement  which  has 
become  apparent  results  from  the  classes  on  Food  Hygiene 
which  were  held  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  not  possible  in  the 
short  time  available  for  visits  to  food  premises  to  instruct 
food  handlers  in  such  matters  to  the  extent  that  is  required. 
Much  more  can  be  achieved  in  the  way  of  Food  Hygiene 
Education  if  a  series  of  lectures,  demonstrations  and  dis¬ 
cussions  can  be  arranged  away  from  the  place  of  employment. 
It  was  noticed  particularly  during  1958  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  food  trades  employees  are  very  young 
people  who  have  entered  such  employment  immediately  after 
they  leave  school.  The  only  instruction  they  receive  usually 
is  in  the  matter  of  selling  goods.  The  question  of  Food 
Hygiene  comes  a  very  poor  second  in  many  cases  but  it  is 
hoped  that  by  continued  effort  this  position  will  be  improved. 
It  was  decided  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  make  arrangements 
for  a  further  series  of  Lectures  to  be  held  during  1959. 

Major  improvements  were  secured  at  one  Canteen 
consisting  of  alterations  to  walls,  ceiling,  doors,  tables, 
ventilation,  sinks,  etc.  Washing  Accommodation  was  secured 
in  one  Licensed  Premises,  and  14  food  shops,  refrigerators 
installed  in  12  shops,  food  protection  cases  in  10  shops, 
additional  sanitary  accommodation  secured  in  3  cases,  and 
other  minor  matters  involving  repairs  to  walls,  floors, 
counters,  etc.,  and  provision  of  First  Aid  Boxes. 

In  addition  action  was  taken  to  secure  improvements  at 
foodstalls  in  the  Fairground.  In  one  case  the  mobile  trailer 
was  dilapidated  and  unsatifactory  and  was  destroyed,  in  7 
cases  food  protection  cases  were  provided,  in  4  cases  washing 
accommodation  was  provided,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was 
improved  and  first  aid  boxes  provided  at  all  the  food  stalls. 
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A  factor  of  considerable  importance  in  effecting  further 
improvement  in  food  handling  is  an  increased  awareness 
amongst  the  public,  especially  housewives,  that  they  can 
achieve  more  than  any  legislation.  It  has  been  argued  many 
times  with  food  traders  that  good  food  hygiene  is  good 
business  and  this  has  proved  correct  in  many  cases  where 
food  premises  have  been  improved.  The  result  invariably 
is  increased  trade !  Customers,  by  demanding  a  higher 
standard  of  food  handling,  will  find  that  the  reputable  food 
trader  will  gladly  respond.  Indeed,  he  will  welcome  it.  It 
is  annoying  to  the  food  trader  that  he  has  provided  good, 
hygienic  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  and  stored,  only 
to  find  that  when  the  food  is  handed  over  the  counter  it  is 
handled  carelessly  and  placed  next  to  an  obviously  dirty 
article,  or  in  a  dirty  bag,  or  against  outer  clothing. 


Markets 

A  tremendous  amount  of  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
securing  reasonable  food  handling  standards  in  the  markets. 
This  is  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  requires  a  much  lower  standard  of  food  hygiene 
than  in  shops.  The  minimum  standard  is  low  and  the 
unscrupulous  trader  all  too  frequently  does  just  sufficient  to 
meet  the  minimum  requirements.  In  most  cases  the  handling 
of  food  is  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  dangers  to  which  food 
on  market  stalls  is  exposed.  Dust  and  dirt  are  blown  freely 
on  to  the  stalls,  both  Markets  adjoin  the  High  Street  where 
the  constant  passage  of  heavy  traffic  adds  greatly  to  the  dust 
in  the  air,  flies  and  other  insects  cannot  be  effectively  dealt 
with  in  the  open  air  and  obviously  give  rise  to  a  lot  of 
contamination,  the  stalls  are  low  and  the  sheets  used  to  cover 
the  back  and  ends  of  the  stalls  must  necessarily  be  of  a 
temporary  character  thus  increasing  the  danger  of  contam¬ 
ination  from  animals  and  the  feet  of  people  using  the  markets. 
In  addition  the  stalls  are  never  properly  cleaned  and  are  used 
on  non-market  days  for  purposes  entirely  unconnected  with 
food  handling. 


It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  no  supply  of  water  on  the 
stalls  and  although  there  are  washing  facilities  provided  for 
ladies  at  the  Public  Conveniences  in  Station  Road,  this  is  a 
good  distance  from  the  Old  Market  and  there  are  no  facilities 
whatever  for  men.  1  would  urge  strongly  that  this  position 
be  given  immediate  and  urgent  consideration. 
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There  are  two  solutions  to  the  problem  which  I  would 
recommend  to  you.  Adequate  sanitary  and  washing  accom¬ 
modation  should  be  provided  in  the  Old  Market,  i.e.  a 
sufficient  number  of  water  closets  and  urinal  accommodation 
along  with  washbowls  and  a  good  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  In  addition,  a  sig¬ 
nificant  improvement  would  certainly  be  secured  if  a  number 
of  lock-up  shops  of  a  semi-permanent  character  could  be 
provided  for  the  sale  of  foods  of  a  more  vulnerable  character, 
e.g.  fish,  cooked  meats,  confectionery,  biscuits,  etc.  In  this 
way  the  standard  of  food  handling  in  the  markets  could  be 
raised  and  brought  more  in  line  with  that  insisted  on  in 
shops. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  you  in  previous  reports  that 
certain  types  of  food  which  are  not  cooked  before  eating 
such  as  cooked  meats,  pies,  cheese,  biscuits,  etc.  should  not 
be  exposed  for  sale  in  the  open  air  as  it  is  virtually  impossible 
to  give  them  the  measure  of  protection  that  food  should  have. 
Everything  possible  is  done  to  have  food  in  the  markets 
protected  against  contamination  and  if  the  improvements 
suggested  in  the  previous  paragraph  were  implemented  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  would  be  possible  in  future  to  render  a  much 
better  report  on  the  markets. 


Hawkers  of  Food 

A  radical  change  has  been  secured  in  this  traditional  form 
of  food  trading.  The  West  Riding  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951,  Section  76  empowered  Local  Authorities  to  secure  the 
registration  of  Hawkers  of  Food.  The  Council  have  adopted 
this  section  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  56  hawkers  had  been 
registered.  They  were  required  to  comply  with  the  Standards 
for  Mobile  Vehicles  and  in  many  cases  excellent  types  of 
mobile  shops  have  been  brought  into  use.  This  is  a  most 
welcome  improvement. 


Ice-Cream — Manufacture  and  Sale 

There  are  within  your  district  2  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

In  addition  there  are  50  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  only,  which  is  stored  in  refrigerators. 
The  wisdom  of  encouraging  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream 
from  shops  is  undeniable  and  obviously  ensures  that  this 
popular  commodity  is  retailed  in  safe,  clean  conditions. 
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53  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  during  the  year 
and  the  results  of  the  examination  of  these  samples  are 
shown  below. 


Manufacturer 

No. 

1 

Total 

number  of 
Samples 

5 

l 

4 

Provisional 

2 

1 

Grades 

3 

4 

Manufacturer 

No. 

2 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

3 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

4 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

5 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

7 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

8 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

9 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

10 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

11 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

53 

47 

5 

1 

— 

In  the  case  of  Manufacturer  No.  7  evidence  of  faulty 
storage  was  discovered  and  the  defect  corrected.  Subsequent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food 

Quantities  of  foodstuffs  which  were  inspected  and  found 
to  be  unfit  were  disposed  of  according  to  circumstances.  A 
detailed  list  of  food  so  condemned  is  shown  below. 


lbs. 

ozs. 

Hams  . 

.  535 

9 

Luncheon  Meat 

.  26 

12] 

Stewed  Steak  . 

.  38 

10 

Corned  Beef  . 

.  135 

4 

Tongues  . 

.  49 

0 

Bacon  . 

.  104 

8 

Pork  . 

.  12 

12 

Sausage  . 

.  41 

8 

Chicken  . 

.  8 

11 

Canned  Fruit  . 

.  360 

61 

Canned  Tomatoes  .... 

.  194 

2 

Canned  Fish  . 

.  17 

7i 

Canned  Milk  . 

.  36 

12 

Canned  Vegetables 

.  131 

n 

Mixed  Goods  . 

.  197 

i 

Cheese  . 

.  — 

141 

Ice-Cream  . 

.  29 

6 

All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  treating  with  lime 
and  burying  beneath  town’s  refuse. 
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Water  Supply 

The  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board  is  the  water  under¬ 
taking  for  this  area  and  water  supplied  by  them  is  of  a  good 
bacteriological  standard.  Samples  are  taken  regularly  in 
different  parts  of  the  area. 

Isolated  cases  of  insufficiency  occur  from  time  to  time 
arising  from  lime  etc.  deposits  in  the  services.  In  such  cases 
the  owner  is  required  to  lit  new  ferrules  to  the  main  and 
scrape  and  pressure  clean  the  services  or,  where  necessary, 
to  lay  a  larger  diameter  service. 

Complaints  are  received  occasionally  of  sediment  and 
discolouration.  This  usually  arises  from  turbulence  in  the 
mains  caused  when  certain  sections  are  cut  off  in  order  to 
carry  out  repairs  etc.  These  matters  are  quickly  taken  up 
with  the  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board’s  Engineer,  with  whom 
close  contact  is  maintained,  and  remedied  with  the  minimum 
of  delay. 

There  were  a  large  number  of  cases  during  the  year 
where  services  to  domestic  and  other  property  were  broken 
as  a  result  of  trenching  operations  in  connection  with  the 
laying  of  a  new  gas  main  through  the  town.  These,  in  every 
case,  were  repaired  without  delay. 

Of  5,898  occupied  houses  in  the  township  5,892  are  on 
the  public  supply.  19,023  people  occupy  these  5,892  houses. 
The  remaining  6  houses  have  water  laid  on  from  private 
supplies.  In  all  cases,  except  one  farmhouse,  water  is  laid 
on  direct  to  the  houses. 

Additional  water  mains  were  laid  on  to  serve  new  houses 
as  they  were  erected  in  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at 
Wilson  Street,  in  Lundhill  Road  and  on  Aldham  House  Lane 
where  new  houses  are  being  erected  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  34  observations  were  made  and  smoke 
of  such  colour  and  density  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance  was 
emitted  from  the  boiler  chimneys  at  Wombwell  Main  Colliery, 
Wombwell  Public  Baths  chimney,  and  the  chimneys  at 
Parkhill  Brickworks,  Wood  Bros.  Glassworks  and  Priestley’s 
factory. 

The  chimneys  at  Wombwell  Main  Colliery  boiler  plant 
were  observed  on  several  occasions  and  showed  a  deteriora¬ 
tion  on  previous  years.  There  have  been  occasions,  especially 
at  midday  and  in  the  evening  when  smoke  has  been  seen 
issuing  from  one  or  both  chimneys  for  lengthy  periods.  The 
valley  in  which  the  Colliery  is  situated  is  very  near  to  Aldham 
House  Lane  where  many  new  houses  and  bungalows  have 
been  erected  during  the  year.  These  dwellings  are  on  a 
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higher  level  than  the  tups  of  the  Colliery  chimneys  and  the 
slightest  emission  of  smoke  or  grit  therefore  is  regarded 
seriously.  Although  not  entirely  satisfactory,  the  situation 
is  an  improvement  on  what  it  was  prior  to  the  boilers  being 
equipped  with  automatic  stoking  gear. 

Complaints  were  again  received  from  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Public  Baths  where  the  chimney  is 
very  low  and  emissions,  especially  of  soot,  are  excessive. 
Urgent  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  question  of 
effecting  a  permanent  improvement,  thus  eliminating  a  source 
of  nuisance. 

The  chimneys  at  Parkhill  Brickworks  and  Messrs.  Woods 
Glassworks  did  not  give  rise  to  any  complaint.  Observations 
were  made,  however,  and  emission  of  black  smoke  were 
recorded.  In  the  case  of  Messrs.  Priestley’s  Ltd.  factory 
the  excessive  emissions  of  smoke  arose  from  the  use  of  the 
wrong  fuel.  The  boiler  plant  is  satisfactory  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  made  serious  efforts  to  obtain  the  correct  fuel.  The 
management  was  interviewed  in  every  case.  Genuine  efforts 
have  been  made  to  effect  and  maintain  improvement. 

Complaints  continued  to  be  received  from  persons  living 
in  the  Lundhill  Road  area  of  falling  soot  and  clouds  of  smoke 
from  Cortonwood  Colliery  which  is  situated  in  an  adjoining 
area.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  emissions  during 
the  year. 

Spoil  Banks 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  all  the  colliery  spoilbanks 
in  the  area  and  on  one  in  an  adjoining  area  which  frequently 
causes  complaints  to  be  received  from  residents  in  Beech 
House  Road,  Hemingffeld. 

(a)  Mitchell  Main  Colliery 

There  was  slight  evidence  of  overheating  during  the 
year  but  this  was  swiftly  brought  under  control. 

(b)  Darfield  Main  Colliery 

( 1 )  Littlefield  Lane  Spoil  Bank 

Efforts  were  continued  to  extinguish  the  fires  and 
there  was  considerable  improvement  during  the  year. 

(2)  Netherwood  Road  Spoil  Bank 

This,  a  relatively  new  spoil  bank,  is  controlled  at  an 
agreed  level  by  means  of  a  bulldozer.  There  was 
no  sign  of  overheating. 

(c)  Wombwell  Main  Colliery 

This  is  a  very  large  and  awkwardly  shaped  stack.  During 
the  year  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
management  to  parts  of  the  stack  where  tires  occurred 
and  the  necessary  control  measures  were  applied. 
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(d)  Cortonwood  Colliery 

This  stack  is  situated  outside  the  district  but  the  fires 
have  been  so  serious  and  the  pollution  so  heavy  that 
close  contact  has  been  made  for  some  years  with  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  Rotherham  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  Sheffield  and  Rother¬ 
ham  Clean  Air  Committee  and  the  Colliery  Engineer. 
There  was  slight  improvement  during  the  year.  A  new 
stack  has  been  commenced  and  this  is  being  controlled 
by  levelling  and  consolidation  using  bulldozers.  In 
addition  regular  checks  are  made  on  temperatures  at 
different  levels  in  the  stack.  This  is  a  very  welcome 
improvement. 

In  all  cases  where  industrial  furnaces,  spoil  banks  and 
other  non-domestic  sources  of  pollution  are  concerned  regular 
contact  is  maintained  with  managements  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  such  pollution  to  a  minimum. 

Non  Industrial  Pollution 

The  chimneys  connected  with  industrial  plant  are  obvious 
to  everyone  and  an  emission  of  smoke  from  such  chimneys 
is  easily  seen.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  pollution  does  arise 
from  such  a  source  but,  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are 
5,898  occupied  houses  in  the  town  in  most  of  which  bituminous 
coal  is  burned  carelessly  and  wastefully,  then  one  begins  to 
realise  that  domestic  chimneys  produce  by  far  the  greatest 
amount  of  pollution.  It  is  all  the  more  serious  when  it  is 
realised  that  the  miner  has  worked  hard  in  dangerous  con¬ 
ditions  to  produce  coal  and  above  half  of  his  effort  goes  up 
the  chimney  in  smoke  which  can  be  detrimental  to  that 
same  man’s  health. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

This  Act  is  now  fully  operative.  Everything  has  been 
done  to  encourage  the  installation  of  smokeless  fuel  appliances 
in  houses  and  in  factories  but  no  real  headway  can  be  made 
in  reducing  the  level  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  an  area  such 
as  this  so  long  as  vast  quantities  of  bituminous  coal  continue 
to  be  burned.  There  are  many  miners  in  the  area  and  these 
receive  a  large  amount  of  concessionary  coal  annually.  This 
is  traditionally  a  part  of  the  miners’  wages  and  there  is  no 
suggestion  that  it  should  be  prejudiced. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  National  Union  of  Mineworkers  and 
the  National  Coal  Board  will  be  able  to  come  to  some  amicable 
arrangement  which  will  maintain  the  miner’s  rights  and  yet 
enable  him  to  receive  a  regular  amount  of  a  “cleaner”  fuel. 
Only  then  can  some  headway  be  made  in  this  area  towards 
achieving  a  better  atmosphere. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  IN  WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  1958. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  on  the  register  55  Factories  as  follows:— 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ....  44 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ....  11 


Included  in  this  total  number  of  factories  there  are  ten 
bakehouses  to  which  126  visits  were  made.  143  visits  to 
other  factories  were  recorded. 

Informal  action  was  taken  requiring  the  following: — 

Cleanliness  (12).  Sanitary  Accommodation  (23). 


All  these  defects  had  been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the 

vear. 

One  Certificate  of  “Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire’ 
under  Section  34  of  the  Act  was  issued.  This  was  in  respect 
of  the  Yorkshire  Brick  Company.  Detailed  plans  were 
prepared  in  my  office  to  accompany  the  Certificate.  T  his  is 
a  considerable  help  to  the  Factory  Occupier,  the  Factory 
Inspector  and  to  my  Department. 


Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38 

136  visits  were  made  to  shops  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Act.  It  is  generally  found  that  the  premises  inspected  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  Section  of  the  Act.  11  offences 
against  the  Act  were  discovered  and  1 1  were  remedied.  The 
defects  were  as  follows : — 

Inadequate  heating  .  6 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ....  3 

No  washing  accommodation  .  2 


Moveable  Dwellings 

One  dwelling  of  this  type  which  has  been  on  its  present 
site  for  many  years  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  It  is  unsatisfactory. 

15  other  caravans  were  parked  on  land  in  the  district 
without  licence.  These  caravans  were  occupied  by  itinerant 
dwellers.  They  represent  a  real  problem  since  they  are 
frequently  of  an  undesirable  character,  they  occupy  unlicensed 
land  without  the  permission  of  either  landowner  or  Local 
Authority,  the  absence  of  water  supply,  drainage,  refuse 
storage,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  quickly  gives  rise  to 
unsatisfactory  conditions,  the  sites  occupied  are  invariably 
left  in  a  dirty  and  untidy  condition  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  render  it  very  difficult  to  remove  such 
caravans  quickly. 
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A  close  watch  was  maintained  on  land  likely  to  be 
occupied  by  caravans  and  in  most  cases  they  were  removed 
within  reasonable  time. 

24  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Verminous  Premises 

No  Council  owned  houses  and  17  privately  owned  houses 
have  been  disinfested  during  the  year.  They  were  mainly 
light  bug  infestations.  In  addition  a  powder  insecticide  is 
issued  free  of  charge  and  many  requests  are  received  for 
advice  on  eradication  of  cockroaches. 

Terminal  Disinfection 

In  certain  cases  of  infectious  disease,  whether  the  treat¬ 
ment  is  at  home  or  in  hospital,  terminal  disinfection  is  carried 
out.  During  the  year  27  houses  were  so  disinfected. 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  your  district. 


Rodent  Control 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  all  known  sources 
of  infestation,  including  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  and 
allotments  which  have  been  regularly  surveyed  and  treated 
when  necessary. 

All  food  premises,  shops,  canteens,  etc.,  are  inspected  for 
evidence  of  infestation  during  the  course  of  normal  routine 
visits.  Advice  has  been  given  on  rodent  proofing  and  other 
control  measures.  Several  minor  infestations  of  mice  had 
been  discovered  in  this  way  and  successfully  dealt  with  by 
the  Department. 

Two  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  the  results  have  been  most  encouraging,  showing 
that  the  regular  treatment  of  sewers  in  your  District  over 
the  past  thirteen  years  has  kept  infestation  at  a  very  low 
level. 

Two  of  your  employees  have  been  trained  in  modern 
methods  of  Rodent  Control  and  one  of  these  men  is  employed 
as  much  as  possible  on  this  work.  As  much  time  as  possible 
is  devoted  to  Rodent  Control. 

Any  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1959. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Non- Agricultural 
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Dwelling  Houses 

(including  tv 

Council  Houses) 

All  Other 

(inc.  Business 

Premises) 

(4) 

tn  CO 

»—  V — ' 

o 

u~ 

c 

o  rt 
rtS 

4-> 

(5) 

u 

5 

ma 

a— ' 

o 

5 

< 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District  . 

15 

5926 

322 

6263 

27 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of : 

(a)  Notification  .  . 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 

primarily  for  some  other 
purpose)  . 

33 

5 

38 

2 

15 

712 

36 

763 

27 

203 

203 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  . 

261 

745 

1315 

2321 

27 

4.  Number  of  properties  inspected 
(in  Section  2)  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  Major  . 

Minor  . 

(b)  Mice  Major  . 

Minor  . 

10 

256 

6 

272 

2 

— 

— 

- 

1 

23 

3 

27 

5.  Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Section  4)  treated  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

11 

279 

9 

299 

2 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments  . 

16 

279 

9 

304 

2 

7.  Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act : 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(b)  Structural  Work 

(i.e.  Proofing)  . 

_ 

8.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  4  of  the  Act  

9.  Legal  Proceedings  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Number  of  “Block”  Control 
schemes  carried  out 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Since  the  Council  made  Byelaws  in  1953,  hairdressers  and 
barbers  have  been  registered.  There  were  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  1958,  21  premises,  34  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  is 
reasonably  good. 
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Public  Conveniences 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  and  there 
is  still  need  for  further  and  improved  public  conveniences. 

The  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  conveniences  in  Station 
Road  were  built  over  30  years  ago  and  do  not  meet  modern 
requirements.  The  walls  of  both  conveniences  which  consist 
of  glazed  bricks,  are  badly  discoloured  and  crazy,  the  floors 
are  unsatisfactory  and  there  are  no  washing  facilities  for 
gentlemen.  An  additional  block  of  public  conveniences  could 
with  advantage  be  erected  in  the  old  market  place.  Such 
conveniences  are  also  required  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  the  conveniences  in  a 
clean  and  efficient  condition  at  all  times  but  considerable 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  achieving  this  due  to  the  gross 
amount  of  wilful  damage  done  to  equipment  and  fittings. 
Appeals  to  the  public  to  safeguard  public  property  appear  to 
have  little  effect. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


Type  of  Convenience 

Water  Closets  . 

Pail  Closets  . 

Privy  Middens  . 

77  W.C.’s  were  constructed 
property  and  5  additional  W.C. 
property. 


Number 

7188 

23 

10 

for  new 
\s  were 


Percentage 

99.54 

.32 

.14 

houses  and  other 
proxided  for  old 


Public  Cleansing  —  1958 

Collection 

The  service  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Council’s  own 
employees  and  four  vehicles  are  employed.  Three  are  special 
purpose  side-loading  vehicles  with  all-steel  bodies  and  the 
other  is  a  dual-tip  diesel-driven  lorry  of  18/20  cu.yd.  capacity 
which  was  introduced  in  May  to  replace  a  12  cu.yd.  side  loader 
which  had  a  timber  body  with  canvas  covers.  This  represents 
an  advance  along  the  road  to  achieving  dustless  loading.  All 
the  four  lorries  are  well  maintained,  kept  well  painted  and 
clean  and  are  a  credit  to  the  township. 

There  is  one  most  unsatisfactory  aspect,  however.  This, 
concerns  the  housing  and  maintenance  of  the  vehicles.  The 
existing  garage  is  inadequate,  badly  situated  and  cannot  be 
kept  warm  enough  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  vehicles  during 
the  winter.  It  is  suggested  that  the  question  of  improved 
garage  accommodation  be  considered  urgently. 

With  very  little  exception  a  weekly  collection  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  Extreme  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  times  due  to  the  shortage,  or  unsuitability 
of  labour.  This  is  obviously  a  great  handicap  which  is 
accentuated  during  holiday  and  sickness  periods.  House¬ 
holders  generally  appreciate  the  high  standard  of  the  service 
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maintained  and  are  tolerant  of  any  delay  during  the  time* 
of  difficulty.  In  order  to  ensure  that  the  work  was  carried 
out  the  Council  authorised  the  working  of  overtime  on 
Saturday  morning  during  the  summer  and  during  the  week 
in  winter. 

The  staff  engaged  on  these  duties  are  provided  with 
donkey  jackets,  overalls,  gloves,  eyeshields  and  protective 
harrier  cream. 

The  weighing  of  refuse  was  continued  and  this  makes 
for  greater  accuracy  in  the  compilation  of  the  following 
statistics. 


During  the  year  3,105  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  as 
follows : — 


Type  of 

V  ehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Tons 

No.  of 
Working 
Days 

Daily 

Average 

Loads 

Daily 

Average 

Weight 

Tons 

No.  1  Lorrv 

40  cwts . 

474 

1066 

267 

1.78 

3.99 

No.  2  Lorrv 

60  cwts . 

949 

2847 

285 

3.33 

9.99 

No.  3  Lorrv 

60  cwts . 

379 

1137 

120 

3.16 

9.48 

No.  3  Lorrv 

18/20  cu.yds. 

356 

1424 

167 

2.13 

8.53 

No.  4  Lorry 

60  cwts . 

947 

2841 

283 

3.35 

10.04 

It  is  estimated  that  3,105  loads  weighed  9,315  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  premises  was 
1,528  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  population  was 
488.9  tons. 

The  average  estimated  amount  of  refuse  collected  from 
each  house  during  the  year  was  1  ton  10.56  cwts. 

Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  and  this  is  done  efficiently  and  with  the  least 
possible  nuisance. 

Since  the  angledozer  and  scraper  were  purchased  at  the 
beginning  of  1955  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  disposal 
of  the  town’s  refuse,  this  work  has  been  carried  out  far  more 
satisfactorily  than  was  ever  possible  by  hand  control,  rn 
these  days  of  labour  difficulty  it  is  imperative  that  as  much 
work  as  possible  should  be  carried  out  by  mechanical  means. 
The  expenditure  incurred  in  discharging  such  an  important 
part  of  a  Local  Authority’s  duties  as  the  disposal  of  town’s 
refuse  may  not  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  wholly  justifiable. 
If  it  is  considered  however,  what  inconvenience  and  disease 
would  be  suffered  if  this  duty  were  not  efficiently  carried  out, 
I  suggest  that  it  would  be  readily  conceded  that  the  price 
paid  is  not  high.  In  addition,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  put  to  good  use  the  land,  which  was  at  one  time 
boggy  and  useless. 


Top  soil  is  removed  before  the  land  is  tipped  on,  the 
refuse  is  consolidated  in  comparatively  thin  layers  and  the 
soil  is  replaced  on  top  of  the  refuse.  Jn  following-  this 
procedure  there  has  been  a  notable  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  vermin  and  insects,  there  is  less  tendency  to  fire,  there  is 
less  danger  to  vehicles  running  over  the  tip  and  the  use  of 
sleepers  has  been  eliminated. 

The  exposed  face  of  the  tip  was  treated  regularly  with 
powdered  insecticide  and  even  in  the  warmer  months  there 
was  a  significant  absence  of  flies,  crickets  and  woodlice.  The 
cost  of  securing  comparative  freedom  from  insect  nuisance 
is  extremely  low. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  follows: — 


Place 

Brampton  Road  Tip  . 

Wombwell  Wood  Quarry 

Number  of  Load# 

.  2789 

.  316 

Percentage 

88.67 

11.33 

Cleansing  Costs 

Cost  per  estimated  ton  . 

Cost  per  1,000  population 

Cost  per  1,000  premises  . 

INCOME  . 

Collection 

£  s.  d. 
18  6 
451  18  4 
1412  0  1 
1620  0  0 

Disposal 

£  s.  d. 

4  3 
104  13  5 
327  0  11 
110  0  0 

Total 

£  s.  d. 

1  2  9 
556  11  9 
1739  1  0 
1730  0  0 

NETT  COSTS  . 

£8609  0  0 

£1994  0  0 

£10603  0  0 

The  rate  required  for 

Public  Cleansing  (Street  Cleansing 

excluded)  was  Is.  10.463d. 

Municipal  Dust  Bin  Scheme 

Since  the  Council  undertook  to  supply  refuse  bins  to 
domestic  premises  under  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  3,726  worn  out  bins  have  been  replaced,  510  during 
the  year  under  review. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  operation  of  such  a  scheme 
as  this  is  beneficial  in  many  ways  and  the  fact  of  having  a 
good  standard  of  refuse  storage  accommodation  has  been 
one  of  the  factors  in  maintaining  a  weekly  collection  of 
domestic  refuse. 

Trade  Refuse 

The  Council  has  arrangements  to  remove  trade  refuse 
from  23  different  premises.  .Such  refuse  is  cleared  twice 
weekly,  and  when  circumstances  necessitate  it,  butchers’  and 
fishmongers’  waste  is  removed  more  frequently. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District 

A  total  of  1,081  inspections  were  made  to  investigate 
nuisances  and  1,163  re-visits  were  recorded, 
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283  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  of  these  254  were 
complied  with.  29  relating  to  29  nuisances  were  carried 
forward. 

During  the  year  660  complaints  were  received  and  all 
were  dealt  with. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  in  interviewing 
tenants,  owners,  contractors,  estate  agents,  etc.,  at  the  office 
and  at  various  types  of  property.  There  were  1,706  such 
interviews  during  the  year. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  the  service 
of  informal  or  formal  notices,  or  after  interview  with  the 
persons  concerned. 

Repairs  to  Houses 

Made  dry — roof  .  94 

Made  dry — spouting  .  79 

Made  dry — Pointing  or  Structural  Plaster  ....  34 

Damp  Proof  Course  inserted  .  10 

Plaster  work  repaired  .  84 

Floors  repaired  .  36 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  .  41 

Door  frames  and  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ....  52 

Fire  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  .  72 

Firebacks  repaired  or  renewed  .  46 

Coppers  re-set  or  renewed  .  21 

Copper  firegrates  renewed  .  16 

Sinks  renewed .  34 

Sash  cords  renewed  .  44 

Chimneys  repaired  .  52 

Handrails  fixed  .  6 

Drainage 

Drains  reconstructed,  repaired  or  opened  out  ....  39 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  31 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed .  27 

Sink  gullies  renewed  .  24 

Vent  shafts  provided  or  repaired  .  12 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  .  16 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  612 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Water  closet  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ....  94 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  .  59 

Water  closet  structural  repairs .  27 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  .  5 

Dust  bins  renewed  or  provided  .  510 

Miscellaneous 

Yards  paved  or  pavement  renewed  .  11 

Larger  diameter  water  services  installed .  42 

Steps  repaired  .  6 


Accumulations  of  refuse  cleared  .  27 

Boundary  and  screen  walls  rebuilt  .  7 

Water  services  repaired  .  1 1 

Verminous  houses  cleansed .  17 

Permanent  ventilation  provided .  27 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance .  22 

Food  stores  provided  .  8 

Coal  stores  provided  .  12 

Referred  to  other  Departments: 

Water  Board:  24;  Surveyor:  35. 


73  of  the  above  matters  were  dealt  with  by  statutory 
notices  where  owners  or  persons  concerned  failed  within  a 
reasonable  time  to  abate  nuisances  or  to  execute  works 
required. 

38  of  these  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  18  relating-  to  nuisances,  12  to  insufficient  water 
supply,  3  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  5  to  the  provision 
of  drainage.  35  of  these  notices  had  been  complied  with  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  necessary  in  one  case  to  resort 
to  C6urt  action  and  an  Order  was  obtained. 

35  notices  were  served  under  Section  35  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  They 
were  served  in  cases  of  urgency  where  having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances,  there  would  have  been  unreasonable  delay 
in  remedying  the  defect  by  following  the  procedure  prescribed 
by  Sections  93  to  95  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  30  of 

these  notices  were  complied  with  and  5  carried  forward. 

The  Local  Authority  is  empowered  to  carry  out  necessary 
works  within  9  days  and  to  charge  the  owner  with  the  cost 
thereof.  In  4  cases  the  work  was  executed  in  default  of  the 
owner. 


Salvage  Reclamation 

The  gross  income  derived  front  Salvage  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1959  was  £1,610  13s.  Od.  There  is  a  slight 
increase  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  articles  salvaged 
together  with  the  amounts  received  for  them. 


Salvaged  Materials 

Waste  Paper  . 

Textiles  . 

Ferrous  Metals  . 

Non-ferrous  Metals  . 


Tons 

168 
5 

13 

16 


Qrs.  Lbs 
1  5 

1  19 

1  0 
3  14 


Value 
£  s.  d. 

1431  3  1 
70  12  9 
58  9  8 
50  7  6 


Weight 
Cwts. 

7 

5 
3 


TOTALS 


187  12  3  10  £1610  13  0 


The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  commenced  by  the 
Department  in  1940. 

Since  that  time  to  the  end  of  March,  1959,  2,220  tons  of 
waste  paper  have  been  collected.  The  income  derived  from 
these  sales  amounts  to  £17.647. 


SECTION  V 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  BARNES,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

T  F.  M.  IACKSON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H 
S.  G.  A.  HENRIQUES,  M.B,  Ch.B 


Clinic  Medical  Officers: 


Dr  C  B.  Ball 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough 

Dr.  H.  VV.  Gothard 

Dr.  G.  Ingram 

Dr.J.  Leishman 

Dr.  K  Mathers 

Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell 


Dr.  N.  M.  Piercy 
Dr.  J.  H.  Ritchie 
(res.  Oct.,  1958) 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier 

Dr.  L.  Taylor 

Dr.  I.  W.  Whitworth 


Health  Visitors: 


M.  Baker,  Miss 
B.  Clarke,  Mrs. 

D.  Gibson,  Mrs. 

A.  M.  Harston,  Mrs 

B.  Hunter.  Miss 
(res.  31.12.58) 

M.  E.  Lee,  Miss 
M.  Lloyd,  Miss 

Tuberculosis 

M.  Mellor,  Miss 

E.  Cheetham,  Mrs. 

(res.  Dec.,  1958) 

D.  Crossley,  Miss 

B.  Fitzpatrick,  Mrs. 

C.  M.  Hill,  Mrs. 

(res.  1.6.58) 

I.  O.  Kilner,  Mrs. 

E.  Leather,  Mrs. 


G.  M.  Lodge,  Mrs. 

F.  A.  Manley,  Mrs. 

B.  Swift,  Miss 

C.  Tot  tv,  Mrs. 

D.  Westerinan,  Miss 

F.  H.  Whittlestone,  Miss 

A.  M.  Widdison,  Mrs. 

Health  Visitors: 

E.  Beever,  Mrs. 

M.  Marsland,  Mrs. 

D.  Newton,  Mrs. 

E.  Parkes,  Mrs. 

E.  A.  Staley,  Mrs. 

M.  Walters,  Mrs. 

E.  Ward,  Mrs. 

M.  Wroe,  Mrs. 

B.  Horsfield,  Mrs. 


Midwives : 


Home 

M.  Allen,  Mrs. 

F.  G.  Cartwright,  Mrs. 

N.  C.  Crofton,  Miss 
E.  Cross,  Mrs. 

R.  Edwards,  Mrs. 

A.  C.  Goldthorpe,  Mrs. 
(App.  1,9.58) 

K.  M.  Hanson,  Mrs. 

(App.  1.11.58) 


Nurses : 

M.  Johnson,  Miss 
(res.  31.10  58) 

C.  D.  Lee,  Miss 
M.  McConnell,  Mrs. 

H.  Padgett,  Mrs. 

B.  Parker,  Mrs. 

R.  E.  Scott,  Miss 
E.  A.  Walker,  Miss 
K.  M.  Winterburn,  Mrs 
(Res.  22.10.58) 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker: 

M.  Webster,  M  rs. 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher: 

E.  Harrott,  Mrs. 

Speech  Therapist: 

S.  Holmes,  Mrs. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

H.  Nettleton,  Mr.  J.  Hyland.  Mi 

Senior  Clerk: 

L.  S.  Wrigg,  Mr 
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DIVISIONAL  REPORT 


Vital  Statistics 

1  have  compiled  a  comparative  table  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  each  of  the  County  districts  comprising  Division  No.  25, 
which  I  feel  may  be  of  interest  to  each  separate  authority  in 
assessing  how  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  local  figures 
generally. 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  divisional 
area  in  1958  was  1,329.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  crude  birth 
rate  of  17.4  per  1,000.  There  were  29  stillbirths  giving  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  21.4. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  divisional  area,  after  the 
addition  and  deduction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
763,  giving  a  crude  death  rate  for  the  division  of  10.0.  You 
will  notice  in  the  table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  of  the 
other  figures  given  for  individual  districts,  but  the  other 
figures  show  adjusted  rates.  Unfortunately,  no  adjusted  rate 
is  available  for  the  division. 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  36  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the 
year,  of  which  24  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  of  27.1. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics 

I  give  a  table  showing  the  figures  for  vaccination  and 
immunisation  during  1958.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
that  my  predictions  with  regard  to  increased  popularity  have 
proved  to  be  true.  In  six  out  of  the  seven  districts  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  both  the  number  and  percentage  of 
children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox,  and  in  all  districts  there 
has  been  a  sharp  increase  in  the  immunisations  against 
Whooping  Cough. 

I  do  not  suggest  that  there  is  any  rom  for  complacency 
with  regard  to  Smallpox  vaccination,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  think 
that  these  figures  are  increasing  at  a  time  when  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  is  very  much  to  the  fore.  I  have  included  a 
separate  table  on  the  total  position  with  regard  to  Polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccination,  as  so  much  of  the  work  and  time  of  the 
Department  has  been  concentrated  on  this  subject  during 
the  year. 
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Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives 
was  704.  This  compares  with  618  hospital  confinements.  The 
year  1958  showed  a  marked  trend  to  domiciliary  confinements, 
which  coincided  with  a  decline  in  the  midwifery  staff  available. 
This  was  fore-shadowed  in  last  year’s  report,  and  conditions 
in  this  service  have  been  very  difficult.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
too  many  cases  for  the  available  midwives,  but  rather  the 
difficulty  of  ensuring  that  our  midwifery  staff  have  adequate 
off-duty  time  and  of  providing  the  necessary  cover  during 
such  periods.  The  number  of  new  cases  attending  ante-natal 
clinics  in  the  division  wfas  686  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  was  3,896.  This  is  very  little  different  from  the 
relative  figures  for  1957. 


Population 

Adjusted 

Adjusted 

Registrar 

Birth 

Death 

General’s 

Rate 

Rate 

Infant 

Estimate 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

Stillbirth 

Death 

District 

Acres 

Mid  1958 

population 

population 

Rate 

Rate 

Cudwortli  .  .  . 

1,746 

8,870 

17.7 

13.9 

6.1 

54.9 

Darfield  .... 

2,018 

6,540 

17.7 

12.5 

8.5 

8.6 

Darton . 

4,726 

14,680 

15.7 

12.9 

24.9 

17.0 

Dodworth  .  .  . 

1,857 

4,190 

15.7 

15.1 

29.0 

29.9 

Rovston . 

1,452 

8,330 

190 

14.0 

12.1 

24.5 

Womb  we  11  .  . 

3,850 

19,050 

16.9 

124 

24.2 

31.1 

Worsbrough  . 

3,420 

14,620 

17.9 

14.0 

33.2 

22.9 

(Crude) 

(Crude) 

Rates  for  the 

Division  .  .  . 

20,099 

76,280 

17.4 

10.0 

21.4 

27.1 

Rates  for  the 

Administrative 

County  .  .  . 

16.7 

11.9 

22.8 

32.0 

District 

Population 

Smallpox 

Vaccination 

No. 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 

No.  % 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation 
Years  Years  Years 
0-15  0-4  5-15 

Cudwortli  .  .  . 

8,870 

42 

25 

153 

91 

80.5 

48.8 

98 

Darfield  .... 

6,540 

73 

62 

91 

77 

88.6 

63.0 

99 

Darton . 

14,680 

103 

43 

215 

91 

67.1 

49.6 

74.3 

Dodworth  .  .  . 

4,190 

19 

27 

50 

70 

82.3 

48.7 

95.7 

Rovston  .... 

8,330 

44 

26 

119 

70 

82.9 

49.6 

98 

Wombwell  .  . 

19,050 

133 

40 

217 

65 

73.5 

41.1 

87.4 

Worsbrough 

14,620 

82 

30 

173 

63 

80.0 

53.4 

88.5 

Rates  for  the 
Division  .  .  . 

76,280 

496 

36 

1,018 

74 

77.7 

49.4 

90.0 
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Ante- Natal  Clinics 

The  ante-natal  clinic  which  is  situated  in  the  Public 
Library,  Wombwell,  is  held  on  Thursday  afternoons.  65 
patients  made  280  attendances  during  the  year.  This  was  a 
decline  compared  with  1957,  when  101  patients  made  408 
attendances. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Most  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  division  con¬ 
tinued  to  thrive,  and  1,347  new  cases  attended  under  the 
age  of  1  year.  The  total  number  of  children  attending  local 
health  authority  clinics  was  2,578.  These  figures  are  almost 
identical  with  those  for  1957. 

At  the  Wombwell  Centre  where  100  sessions  were  held. 
298  children  made  4,644  attendances,  an  average  of  46.4  per 
session.  224  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of 
whom  were  under  the  age  of  one  year.  1,468  examinations 
were  made  by  the  doctor  during  the  year,  an  average  of 
14.7  per  session. 

At  the  Jump  Centre  where  48  sessions  were  held,  62 
children  made  1,074  attendances,  an  average  of  22.4  per 
session.  50  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of  whom 
were  under  one  year  of  age.  552  examinations  were  made 
by  the  doctor  in  the  year,  an  average  of  11.5  per  session. 

These  figures  show  a  reasonable  increase  in  the  poularity 
of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  and  fully  justify  the  extra 
session  which  was  allocated  to  Infant  Welfare  during  1957. 


School  Health  Service 

The  routine  work  of  the  school  medical  inspections 
showed  a  substantial  increase  over  1957.  During  1958,  Dr. 
Jackson  was  attending  part-time  at  Leeds  University  and  1 
was  allowed  to  engage  Dr.  Mathers  on  a  part-time  basis  to 
compensate  for  Dr.  Jackson’s  absence  at  Leeds.  This  was  a 
very  welcome  addition  to  the  staff,  but  so  much  medical  and 
clerical  time  had  to  be  spent  on  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  that 
the  routine  medical  inspection  is  still  not  as  up-to-date  as  I 
would  wish  it  to  be.  The  table  shows  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  school  health  service  during  the  year. 

Specialist  clinics  continued  to  be  held  during  the  year. 
Some  in  this  office  and  some  in  hospitals  by  arrangement 
with  the  local  Hospital  Boards. 

Speech  Therapy  continued  and  there  is  still  much  more 
work  to  be  done  in  this  sphere. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND 
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MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS  SCHOOL  CLINICS 


District 

No.  of 
Children 

Total 

attendances 

No.  seen 
by  doctor 

Darton  . 

113 

147 

297 

Worsbo  rough 

554 

572 

128 

Darfield  . 

112 

140 

177 

Wombwell 

51 

64 

178 

Dodworth  . 

78 

100 

48 

Cudworth  . 

— 

— 

138 

Royston  . 

88 

118 

173 

Speech  Therapy 

No.  of 
Children 

Total 

Attendances 

Worsbrough 

7 

129 

Royston  . 

4 

91 

Wombwell  . 

14 

280 

Cudworth  . 

9 

45 

Darton  . 

10 

187 

Darfield  . 

1 

16 

Dodworth  . 

3 

68 

Wombwell  Special  School 

Wombwell  . 

2 

67 

Darton  . 

2 

65 

Darfield  . 

1 

13 

Ramslev  Borough 

2 

66 

Health  Visiting 

There  was  some  improvement  in  the  staffing  position  of  this 
service  compared  with  1957,  but  nevertheless  we  are  still  not  up 
to  establishment.  There  was  a  sharp  fall  in  the  number  of  visits 
paid  to  infants  under  one  year;  8.197  visits  being  made.  The 
total  number  of  visits  made  by  health  visitors  increased  during 
the  year  and  32,549  visits  were  made  of  which  22,683  were  made 
to  pre-school  children. 

As  in  other  spheres.  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  took  up  a 
great  deal  of  the  health  visitors’  time  during  1958.  and  I  feel 
that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  we  must  consider  if  such 
routine  work  could  not  be  done  by  some  lesser  qualified  person. 
It  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  health  visitor  is  a  qualified 
nurse,  a  qualified  midwife  with  a  further  post-graduate  certificate 
in  health  visiting. 
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Home  Nursing 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  division  made  55,223  visits  last 
year.  45,770  of  these  being  to  medical  cases;  8,562  were  to 
surgical  cases  and  746  visits  were  made  to  tuberculosis  patients. 
The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  showed  a  slight 
decrease,  and  the  number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of 
injections  was  23.334.  I  feel  that  with  the  present  establishment 
of  Home  Nurses  a  peak  has  been  reached  in  the  number  of  visits 
made.  There  is  obviously  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  work  which 
can  be  done  bv  a  given  number  of  nurses.  The  number  of  visits 
made  to  old  people  over  the  age  of  65  again  accounted  for  nearly 
64%  of  the  total  visits.  862  visits  were  made  to  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  The  home  nursing  service,  in  conjunction 
with  the  general  practitioners  of  your  area,  is  undoubtedly  making 
a  large  contribution  towards  treating  many  patients  in  their  own 
homes.  Rut  for  this,  1  am  afraid,  the  problem  of  chronic  sick 
accommodation  might  be  even  worse  than  it  is  today. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  provide  a  service 
mainly  for  old  people.  89%  of  the  help  being  provided  to  people 
of  65  and  over.  The  total  number  of  home  help  cases  was  589, 
all  these  cases  received  a  total  of  98,880  hours.  This  represents 
an  average  of  only  3.2  hours  per  case.  You  will  appreciate  that 
all  these  cases  were  not  operating  at  the  same  time  and  during 
the  last  half  of  the  year  the  average  number  was  438  cases  for 
anv  one  week,  an  increase  of  32  over  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  hours  expended  rose  about  10%  in  1958. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Mental  Deficiency 

A.  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defective  and  subject  to  be  dealt  with 
during  1958  : 

Number  in  which  action  was  taken  on  reports  by  : 


i.  Local  Education  Authority  : 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  . 

b.  On  leaving  Special  School  .... 

c.  On  leaving  Ordinary  School 

ii.  Police  or  bv  the  Courts  . 

•/ 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfers  from 

other  districts,  re-ascertainments, 
etc.)  . 


Under 
16  yrs. 

M.  F. 


3 

5 


1 

3 


Over 
16  yrs. 

M.  F 


3  5 


5 


H 


ft.  Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1958: 


Ur 

ider 

Over 

16 

yr*. 

16  yr*. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

i. 

By  reason  of  death  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

ii. 

De-classified . 

— 

— 

11  8 

•  •  • 

in. 

Removal  to  Mental  Deficiency 
Hospitals  . 

3 

1 

_____  — — _ 

iv. 

Transfers  to  other  districts 

1 

— 

1  2 

4 

1 

12  10 

U.  Particulars  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1958  : 


Under  Over 

16  yr*.  16  yr*. 

M.  F.  M.  F 

i.  Statutory  Supervision  .  21  19  54  61 

ii.  Voluntary  Supervision  .  —  —  17  21 

iii.  Under  Guardianship  . 

iv.  On  Licence  from  Mental  Defici¬ 
ency  Hospitals  .  —  1 


21  19  71  82 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  19  mentally 
handicapped  persons  were  removed  from  The  Statutory  Super¬ 
vision  and  Voluntary  Supervision  Registers  during  the  year. 
This  was  a  direct  result  from  re-assessment  of  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  who  had  worked  regularly  after  leaving  school  and  who 
it  was  felt  were  able  to  cope  with  every  day  happenings.  The 
parents  of  the  mentally  handicapped  concerned  were  appreciative 
of  the  fact  that  supervision  was  no  longer  necessary  particularly 
as  they  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  if  help  should  be  needed  in 
future  application  has  only  to  be  made  to  the  Mental  Health 
Service.  It  is  felt  that  the  lx>ys  and  girls  who  are  ascertained 
on  leaving  school  as  feeble-minded  should  on  proving  their 
ability  to  fit  in  with  a  normal  community  pattern  be  given  the 
chance  of  re-assessment  either  at  18  years  or  21  years  of  age. 
and  I  hope  that  in  future  years  it  will  be  possible  to  re-assess 
further  mentally  handicapped  with  this  view  in  mind.  Many 
parents  although  appreciating  the  fact  that  continued  interest  is 
being  shown  in  their  children  after  leaving  school,  however  do 
feel  the  stigma  of  having  their  children  assessed  as  mentally 
deficient,  and  if  thev  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  re-assessment 
can  take  place  in  future  years,  I  feel  that  they  will  accept  the 
ascertainment  with  much  happier  feelings. 
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Training  Facilities  for  Mental  Defectives 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  attending  Occupation 


Centres  on  the  31st  December,  1958 

Centre 

Supervisor 

Under  16  yr*. 

Over  16 

yrs. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Wombwell 

....  Mrs.  E.  Large 

7  9 

3 

3 

Hemsworth 

....  Miss  Porter 

2  3 

1  - 

Barnsley  C.B. 

Miss  Smith 

6  1 

1 

4 

15  13 

5 

7 

All  the  children,  with  the  exception  of  one,  under  the  age 
of  16  years  who  are  able  to  benefit  from  training  at  Occupation 
Centres  are  in  regular  attendance  either  at  the  Barnsley, 
Hemsworth  or  Wombwell  Occupation  Centres.  A  special  ’bus 
is  run  to  bring  the  children  into  the  Wombwell  Occupation 
Centre,  and  the  children  attending  the  Barnsley  and  Hemsworth 
Occupation  Centres  are  either  accompanied  by  parents  or  a  paid 
escort.  Any  travelling  expenses  involved  either  by  the  child  or 
parent  are  covered  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  In  line 
with  the  Education  Authority  free  meals  are  provided  where  the 
family  income  is  low,  otherwise  a  charge  of  Is.  Od.  per  day  is 
made  for  the  provision  of  dinner.  No  financial  assistance  is 
given  towards  the  provision  of  clothing. 


Wombwell  Occupation  Centre 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  at 
the  Wombwell  Occupation  Centre  was  28,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  age  groups  attending  : 

7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yr».  yrs.  yr«. 

Males  ...  3  —  2  4  1  —  —  —  1  1—  2  —  —  — 

Females  ...  1—  1—  —  3  3  1  2  —  1  —  —  1  — 

The  average  daily  attendance  has  been  75%,  there  have  been 
3  regular  absentees,  one  of  whom  has  transferred  now  from 
the  Occupation  Centre. 

The  Parents’  Association  has  been  very  active  and  has  raised 
money  which  has  been  spent  on  social  amenities  for  the  Children 
and  the  Centre.  Mention  also  should  be  made  of  the  active 
support  given  by  the  Wombwell  Branch  of  the  Society  of 

Mentally  Handicapped  Children,  Rotary  and  the  Church 
Movements. 

The  Supervisor  and  the  two  Nursery  Assistants  have  worked 
hard  during  the  year  and  a  happy  atmosphere  has  been  achieved 
between  the  Staff,  children  and  parents. 
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An  outing  to  Mablethorpe  was  enjoyed  in  June,  despite 
inclement  weather  conditions.  Again  the  weather  could  have 
marred  the  Open  Day,  which  was  to  have  been  held  in  the 
grounds  of  The  Gables,  but  as  a  result  of  hasty  arrangements  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  Chapel  Trustees,  the  Concert  was  held 
in  a  local  Sunday  School  and  the  “Day”  was  saved. 

An  evening  Nativity  Flay  and  Christmas  Concert  was  given 
by  the  Children  at  a  local  Chapel,  which  was  well  attended  by 
parents  and  friends,  and  the  proceeds  went  towards  an  excellent 
Christmas  Party  for  the  children. 


Group  Training 

Facilities  for  training  adult  mentally  handicapped  who  are 
unable  to  attend  Occupation  Centres  are  provided  by  Group 
Training  Classes  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Division,  or  in 
case  of  physical  handicap  or  domestic  commitments  by  home 
visits. 


There  are  four  classes,  and  many  of  the  adult  mentally 
handicapped  attend  all  classes  and  are  issued  with  travel  vouchers. 
Classes  are  held  in  the  following  districts  : 


Monday 

'"uesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9  30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 


Darby  and  Joan  Club,  Royston. 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Parish  Hall,  Wombwell. 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Ambulance  Hall,  Worsbro'  Bridge. 
(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Old  School  Clinic,  Darton 


In  an  endeavour  to  bring  the  Group  Classes  in  line  with 
the  Occupation  Centres,  a  meeting  of  parents  was  called  in 
October  and  as  a  result  a  Parents’  Association  was  formed  under 
the  name  of  the  West  Riding  Mental  Health  (Division  No.  25) 
Association.  The  Association  has  so  far  raised  funds  to  take 
the  adult  mentally  handicapped  who  attend  group  classes  or  who 
are  visited  at  home,  to  a  Pantomime  in  the  Early  New  Year. 

Also  in  order  to  further  interest  in  the  work  carried  out  at 
the  Group  Classes  a  small  exhibition  of  the  work  done  was  staged 
at  the  Divisional  Office,  and  I  was  impressed  by  the  support 
given,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  was  little 
publicity.  The  support  was  such  that  it  is  considered  that  it 
would  be  worthwhile  to  stage  an  Annual  Exhibition  covering 
every  aspect  of  Mental  Health  Work. 

I  would  like  to  make  mention  here  of  the  support  given  to 
the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  Group  Training  Classes  by  the 
Parents’  Associations,  the  N.A.M.H.  of  Wombwell  and  Ramsley, 
the  Rotary  and  Tnner  Wheel  of  Wombwell. 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest,  I  set  out  on  the  next  page 
the  disposal  of  all  mentally  handicapped  on  the  Supervision 
Register  for  the  whole  division. 


Accommodat  ion 

During  the  past  year  12  cases  have  been  admitted  to  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  for  short  stay  periods.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  facilities  are  gradually  extending  as  it  is  a  great  boon 
both  to  the  Local  Authority  and  the  parents  to  feel  that  short- 
stay  accommodation  is  available  in  emergency  or  in  order  to  give 
the  parents  a  brief  respite. 

Due  to  the  opening  of  the  Children’s  Mental  Deficiency 
Hospital  at  Dronfield,  two  of  the  urgent  cases  have  been  accom¬ 
modated,  but  there  are  still  two  children  awaiting  urgent 
accommodation,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  the  situation  will  become 
easier  during  1959.  The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board 
despite  the  still  overcrowded  conditions  do  their  best  to  give 
every  assistance  in  providing  vacancies.  However,  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year,  due  to  the  impossible  bed  position,  the 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  come  to  the  help  of  the 

Division  and  have  offered  beds  in  their  Region. 

t 

As  a  result  of  the  Royal  Commissioners’  Report  many  cases 
in  hospitals  have  been  reviewed  and  next  of  kin  were  visited 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  reaction  to  the  suggestion  that 
patients  be  discharged  and  re-admitted  on  an  “informal”  basis. 
Many  regarded  this  step  with  alarm  as  they  felt  the  patients 
needed  supervision  which  they  could  not  provide.  However,  on 
assurance  that  the  patient  would  still  remain  in  hospital,  but  on 

a  purely  voluntary  basis  they  were  agreeable  to  the  discharge  of 

Order.  So  far  21  patients  from  this  division  who  are  in  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  have  been  discharged  and  re-admitted  as 
Informal  patients.  The  four  mentally  handicapped  who  were 
admitted  permanently  during  the  year  all  were  admitted  as 
in  formal  patients. 
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(Provision  has  yet  to  be  made  tor  one  girl  under  16  years  of  age  for  training  purposes.) 


Mental  Health  After-Care  Service 


Particulars  relating  to  discharges 
from  Mental  Hospitals  during  the  year 


(Vol.) 
Section  1. 

(Cert.) 
Section  16 

De*thi 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F 

Storthes  Hall  . 

18 

25 

7  13 

2 

3 

Stanley  Royd  . 

6 

3 

—  — 

1 

— 

Middlewood  . 

4 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

Scalebor  Park . 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— _ 

Totals  .... 

28 

29 

7  13 

4 

3 

Of  the  above  discharges  60  were  visited  wdth  a  view  to 
after  care,  and  disposal  was  as  below: 

After  Care  Register .  34 

Re-admission  to  Hospital  .  14 

After  care  not  required  .  13 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  49  on  the  active  after¬ 
care  register,  and  approximately  258  visits  were  carried  out 
by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker.  In  addition  to  these 
visits,  which  at  times  have  of  necessity  to  be  lengthy,  there 
have  been  many  short  casual  calls  which  are  not  recorded. 

It  would  appear  that  after-care  is  taking  an  increasing 
amount  of  time,  and  will  become  of  greater  importance  in 
Preventive  Medicine  as  the  years  progress. 
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